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ABSTRACT 


The nature of this inquiry was an exploratory and descriptive 
examination of various demographic, statistical, and theoretical issues 
associated with the social phenomenon of illegitimacy in Canada. | 

With no extensive research into Canadian illegitimacy, the study 
proposed that initial inquiries adopt an holistic, aggregate-level ap- 
proach in order to build a solid basis from which more specific 
formulations, propositions, and hypotheses might be explored. 

To gain a more holistic view of one cultural milieu, a necessary 
requisite is at least some minimal understanding of other cultural 
settings. Therefore, the inquiry performed a necessary first step by 
juxtaposing Canadian levels of illegitimacy with illegitimacy levels 
throughout the world. 

he incuiry demonstrated the selective and conditional nature of 
our information regarding Canadian patterns of illegitimacy. Further- 
more, many challenging avenues for further research were generated by 
the analysis. However, the most significant implication that emerged 
was the expressed need for caution in launching inquiries into the 
phenomenon of Canadian illegitimacy. This notion was generated because 
of the selective and conditional nature of past inquiries in many 
settings, and the consequent pitfalls and bias that resulted. A dis- 
tinctively Canadian approach to the phenomenon of illegitimacy is 


certainly warranted in future Canadian research, 
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CHAPTER 1 


INTRODUCTION 


Del Nature and Purpose of the Investigation. 
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» « « The bastard, like the prostitute, thief, and beggar, 
belongs to that motley crowd of disreputable social types 
wnich society has generally resented, always endured. He 
is a living symbol of social irregularity, an undeniable 
evidence of contramoral forces; in short, a problem--a 
problem as old and unsolved as human existence itself 
(Davis, 1939a3:215). 
For most of history, illegitimacy has been treated as a moral 
and legal problem; and society has seemed more interested in punishing 
the unwed mother and her illegitimate child than in understanding the 
secial, economic, and psychological forces which have placed them in 
a deviant social position. Family organization in Western society is, 
generally speaking, based on Roman institutions as they were trans- 
mitted by the Universal Church, with the emphasis placed on paternal 
preponderance. Frank H. Hankins summarizes the Roman period as follows: 
» e « Viewing woman as the chief source of sin, Christianity 
tended to degrade motherhood, to accentuate masculine supre- 
macy and to maintain a double standard of morality. It 
thus inflicted an often unbearable cruelty upon an unmar- 
ried mother and an almost certain degradation upon her 
offspring (Hankins, 1932:579). 
Given such a heritage, the early preoccupation of social science with 
the irregular and contramoral aspects of human life were generally 


unscientific. Indeed, it has been only in the present century that 


researchers have attempted to go beyond a moralistic stance to seek 
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insights into this so-called "social problem." However, scientific 
interest in a social phenomenon such as illegitimacy emerged only when 
the moral norms by which it is judged evil were themselves subjected to 
analysis rather than taken for granted. It was not until the moral 
aspects themselves were subjected to scrutiny that scientific validity 
could be achieved, for the contramoral is always functionally related 
to the moral, illegitimacy to legitimacy (Davis, 1939a:215). 

The first two decades of the 20th Century reflect the impact of 
evolutionary theory upon research, with concepts such as mental retard- 
ation and genetic inheritance being the predominant explanatory variables 
associated with "illegitimate birth" (Kronick, 1962:234). During the 
1930's, environmental conditions became the focus of attention; however, 
the emphasis shifted to an examination of "sub-cultures" during the 
1940's. The 1950's saw extensive employment of a psychological per- 
spective in illegitimacy research, And then, in their attempts to 
account for as many variables as possible, researchers of the 1960's 
considered both social and psychological factors. The emphasis ona 
multi-variable approach has continued into the first year of the 1970's; 
however, the stress appears to be somewhat altered in that researchers 
recognize the utility of multi-discipline research, with scores of vari- 
ables being studied. | 

The most central concern of this investigation is to develop a 
more holistic approach, and consequently to create a different perspec- 
tive from which to examine the social phenomenon of illegitimacy. Such 
a perspective may be useful in gaining fresh insights into this cm 


called "social problem." Nevertheless, the design of this inquiry will 
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not ignore past approaches and relevant elements shall be used when 
appropriate. Vincent has succinctly summarized this point of view as 
follows: 


- « » Lhe first suggestion concerns the need for a "Pisgah 
perspective," an overall or mountain-top view of current 
increases and trends in illegitimacy. Without such a per- 
spective, the teacher may be immobilized by pessimism and 
may give youth the impression that illegitimacy is far more 
prevalent than it actually is; thereby aggravating the pro- 
blem by inadvertently influencing some students to regard 
illicit pregnancies as a normal expectation. Unfortunately, 
popular sources of information about illegitimacy usually 
(a) confuse an increase in numbers with an increase in per- 
centage or proportion; (b) exaggerate the proportion of all 
illicit births which occur among teen-agers; and (c) over- 
look the limits imposed on national data by having to rely 
on estimates for 15 states [U.S.] where illegitimacy is 
neither recorded nor reported (Vincent, 1962:290). 


ee Theoretical Considerations. 


a ee eRe BH 


No attempt to “explain" illegitimacy shall be made in this inves- 
tigation. Even a moderate effort to account for the multitude of 
possible elements associated with the sccial phenomenon of illegitimacy 
would necessitate a theoretical overview capable of handling elements 
from social, psychological, social-psychological, economic, historical, 
and many other disciplines. Limited by time, resources, and the capac- 
ity of a solitary researcher, a much more realistic scope must be 
accepted. Investigations on illegitimacy often distinguish between 
three approaches: (1) "cultural heal atien i (2) "cultural relation- 
ism," and (3) "cultural relativism" (Roberts, 1966a:11-18). Since this 
thesis is primarily exploratory and descriptive in an attempt to im- 
prove the general perspective from which future studies may launch 
investigations on illegitimacy, a portion of the study is devoted to 


a cross-cultural examination of illegitimacy. At present, the 
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cultural Peet sti eucomponctit appears most insightful. Cultural 
relativism refers to a position which claims that illegitimacy "is 
subject to the value system of the group within which it occurs and 
that various cultural groups may not have norms opposed to illegiti- 
macy" (Roberts, 1966a:14). Nevertheless, the remaining two approaches-- 
"cultural absolutism" and "cultural relationism"--shall not be ignored. 
Cultural absolutism is a view which sees legitimacy as an absolute 
norm, for instance, Malinowski'’s Principle of Legitimacy. While cul- 
tural relationism views the Principle of Legitimacy as universal, it 
stresses that the phenomenon of illegitimacy is related not only to 
this principle but to closely related norms. The author remains cogni- 
zant of their existence and intends to incorporate these notions when 
useful. 

When illegitimacy is examined from an international, or cross- 
cultural viewpoint, the large differences in the frequency with which 
the phenomenon occurs in various cultural and sub-cultural groups has 
led to the questioning of whether or not illegitimacy is always a 
"social problem" or an indication of "social deviation." Instead, it 
is argued that illegitimacy is culturally relative and, like many 
other social phenomena, is subject to the value system of the group 
within which it occurs and that various cultural groups may not have 
norms opposed to illegitimacy. Norms and values appear to operate as 
confounding variables. They not only affect behavior, but intervene 
between behavior and its own effects, Past studies stressing cultural 
relativism have abundantly demonstrated the former but hardly touched 


upon the latter. Yet it is the relativism of effects, or of 
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consequences, that offers one of the most intriguing possibilities for 
theory (Christensen, 1968:220). In essence, then, cross-cultural anal- 
ysis has provided points of reference for a better understanding of 
one's own culture. It has generated the concept of cultural relativ- 
ism, discovered quasi-universals, and also tested the varying effects 
of culturally unique phenomena--though, in all of this, much more 
remains to be done (Christensen, 19683215). Like divorce, illegitimacy 
is understandable only in the light of its entire sociological setting 
in each community; it cannot therefore be viewed as an index of sexual 
morality (Hankins, 1932:579). A cross-cultural understanding, however 
broad, will aid in the understanding of intra-cultural variations in 


illegitimacy. 
1,3 The Procedure of Inquiry. 


Little extensive research has been conducted on Canadian illegiti- 
macy. Past studies in other countries do not serve as adequate models 
for the framework for future Canadian research into this topic. The 
ack of a holistic, aggregate-level approach to Canadian illegitimacy 
raises one important question: "Where should the researcher begin?" 

Broadly, the inquiry of this thesis can be divided into three 
parts: (1) an historical and statistical examination of selected demo- 
graphic components associated with Canadian illegitimacy; (2) an 
Overview of world patterns of illegitimacy and the comparison of a 
society with high levels of illegitimacy (Jamaica) with a society with 
low levels of illegitimacy (Canada), relatively speaking; and gD he 


brief theoretical consideration of three common sociological approaches 
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to illegitimacy research. Considerable emphasis is placed on the 
statistical and demographic features of the discussion to ensure that 
the observed changes in illegitimacy are in fact "real" changes. Ulti- 
mately, statistical, demographic, and theoretical issues tie together 
in a mutually reinforcing bond. The essential purpose of the investi- 
gation is to gain some understanding of Canadian illegitimacy ina 
"world community." Research should not exclude cross-cultural analysis 
Simply on the basis of the extreme problems often encountered. In the 
following statement, Shirley Hartley makes exactly such a plea? 

While we must recognize the problems inherent in 
international comparisons of illegitimacy, the subject is 
of such significance that we cannot and we need not wait 
for more, or more perfect, ¢ data to be available. Rather, 
an increased interest in maximizing whatever comparative 
data we do find, may, in itself, aid in the improvement 
of methods and reliability of collection and publication 
of relevant information (Hartley, 1970:95-96, underscoring 
added). 

This thesis does not endeavor to provide the "answers," but it does 
pideavon to suggest viable avenues for future research, based on the 
statistical-demographic and theoretical issues raised. 

For the analysis of demographic factors associated with Canadian 
illegitimacy (Chapter 3), the methodology proposed by Kumar (1969) 
shall be utilized. Essentially, Kumar has presented a standardized 
and more sensitive methodology by which to study illegitimacy. Parallel 
to Kumar's aims, this study shall endeavor: (1) to identify some of the 
demographic factors, the interaction of which is associated with an 
observed level of illegitimacy; and (2) to determine the relative con- 


tribution of these demographic factors to an observed change in the 


level of illegitimacy between two census dates. However, no attempt 
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shall be made to determine the exact contributions of each of the demo- 
graphic factors in terms of their independent and interaction effects. 
The analysis shall be conducted for Canada as a whole and selected prov- 
inces, depending upon data availability. However, the specific 
requirements for data in order to adopt Kumar's methodology makes its 
use untenable at a cross-cultural level. I[llegitimacy rates are valu- 
able indicators of the prevalence of births out of wedlock within the 
unmarried population; however, they are seldom available (especially in 
an age-specific breakdown) outside the industrialized nations (Hartley, 
1970:96). Consequently, a methodology which is less sensitive than 
Kumar's must be sought to conduct the initial portion of the cross- 
cultural analysis. Shirley Hartley (1970) has presented a useful 
standardization technique for the analysis of cross-national variations 
in illegitimacy. As far as possible, such an approach will be utilized 
in the initial examination of cross-national variations in illegitimate 
births for selected countries within Africa, North and South America, 
Asia, Europe, and Oceania. 

Although the author would deny the adoption of a "functional" 
perspective, the procedure of inquiry is exemplified by the phrase: 
"the sum of the parts need not necessarily be equal to the whole." 

An understanding of the whole may improve the understanding of the 
parts. Such a view is supported by Christensen's statement that: 
In nature, it frequently happens that two or more 
elements joined together will produce something new. 
Chemical compounds, for example, are likely to possess 
properties unlike the elements that compose them and so 
give off light, heat, or energy. In the biological world, 
there is a joining in sexual reproduction to produce off- 


spring. Similarly, in the social domain we know that a 
community is more than its people or its area and that 
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a sociologically defined group is more than either a cate- 
gory or an aggregation. When diverse elements are brought 
together, there sometimes are reactions which make the sum 

more than its parts (Christensen, 1968:214, underscoring 
added). 


By examining whatever generalizations might be generated from the empir- 
ical data studied, and then relating these empirical generalizations to 
conceptual and theoretical formulations, perhaps some insightful pro- 
positions may emerge to guide future studies. However, only when such 
propositions become interrelated into some meaningful whole can it be 
said that a theory exists. The goals of this investigation are much 
more moderate. However, some attempt shall be made to link the cross- 
cultural analysis with the more substantive Canadian analysis--though 
with the warning that this is only Oecceerive and that the resulting 


findings will need further testing and refining. 
1.4 Rationale for the Approach. 


An important feature of this thesis is the attempt to approach 
the phenomenon of illegitimacy at a macro-level of analysis. Evena 
superficial and hasty examination of the literature reveals that few 
writers concerned with illegitimacy have properly identified the unique 
features of the population that they have studied. Kronick (1962) has 
reviewed some of the problems of past studies. Four of her more salient 
criticisms are summarized in the following statements: (1) the inade- 
quacy of many studies in obtaining a randomly selected sample of 
unmarried ee and the relative ease of studying the residents of 
a given agency or maternity home; (2) many studies suffer from the 
handicap of researcher bias or interpretive bias. Researcher bias can 


limit the range of variables studied and can result in the selective 
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documentation of an hypothesis rather than more rigorous and impartial 
testing with the data; (3) few studies move beyond the identification 
of relevant variables to utilize statistical techniques in order to 
determine the relative importance of the isolated variables; and (4) 
many studies fail to relate the behavior under consideration to other 
forms of social behavior or to integrate findings about unmarried 
mothers with other theoretically relevant knowledge ms the social 
sciences (Kronick, 1962:234-238), 

Essentially, research on illegitimacy has been limited, and 
almost stymied, due to the nature of the questions asked (or not 
asked), the population from which the data were collected, the selec- 
tion of the variables, and the analysis to which the data have been 
subjected. A new approach is warranted. Vincent suggests that efforts 
to understand and decrease illegitimacy are impeded when the emphasis 
and publicity given to "very young" unwed mothers imply attributions 
of causality and exclude as many as two-thirds of contemporary unwed 
mothers (Vincent, 1961361). He re-emphasizes the importance of this 
notion in his eoperadincerencrics: 

The failure to examine these multiple, indirect 
sources of favorable definitions of illicit coition de- 
flects attention from the contradiction inherent in the 


simultaneous encouragement of cause (illicit coition) 
and censure of result (illicit pregnancy). This contra- 


diction reflects the interrelations of social mores, 
definitions of social problems, and scientific inquiry 
into social problems. It demonstrates the necessity of 
formulating theoretical and methodological frameworks 
for research in illegitimacy that are not subordinate to 
the values, goals, ‘and definitions of Of social ‘problems of 


the members of | any one socio- economic stratum or profes- 
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predetermining what behavior, _ by which individuals, 
represents a social problem t to whom, When these mores 
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are not explicitly stated, and examined, research in ille- 
gitimacy tends to be dominated by the like-causes-like 
fallacy, and to focus selectively on only those social 
practices which have been defined as “bad" by the same 
value framework that has defined illegitimacy as "undesir- 
able" (Vincent, 1961:244-245, underscoring added except 
for "encouragement of cause" and "censure of result"). 
It then becomes imperative that future studies consider carefully the 
problem to be researched and, in examining the general problems, to 
consider the broader relations between illegitimacy as a form of social 
behavior and the wider social structure. Research should establish the 
relative importance or the magnitude of relations among the variables 
investigated, thus moving closer to a knowledge of the related factors 
as a basis for the. prediction of human behavior. At present, there is 
a multiplicity of "explanations" for illegitimacy, with few, if any, 
rules for choosing among them. A major concern of this thesis is to 
contribute to the development of a framework which may enhance under- 


standing of the underlying variables operating in association with the 


social phenomenon of illegitimacy. 
1.5 Format of the Thesis. 


The 2nd chapter examines the sources and limitations of the data; 
the problems related to measures of illegitimacy; and the methodologies 
adopted. In the 3rd chapter, an in-depth analysis of selected demo- 
graphic factors associated with Canadian illegitimacy is examined in an 
historical perspective. An overview of world variations in illegitimacy 
was outlined in the first portion of Chapter 4. In the latter part of 
Chapter 4, Jamaican levels of illegitimacy are compared with Canadian 


levels of illegitimacy as examples of countries with high versus low 
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levels of illegitimacy, respectively. In the concluding chapter, an 
attempt is made to integrate the findings of the investigation, and 
furthermore to suggest viable avenues for future inquiry. Appendices 
to the investigation are provided to demonstrate the internal workings 


of the methodologies utilized. 
1.6 Limitations of the Study. 


The stigma attached to the recording of illegitimate births always 
raises doubts as to the quality of illegitimacy statistics. Opportuni- 
ties to circumvent the recording of such births exist today, as in the 
past. The most prominent obstacle in the development of this investiga- 
tion will surely be the limitations and scarcity of aggregate-level 
data--both intra- and inter-societal. In discussing the problems faced 
and the strategies developed in national family research, Reuben Hill 
has made the following statement: 

» « - The researchers relying on secondary sources for 
their data such as censuses and vital statistics are more 
frequently circumvented by the meagre conceptualization of 
the categories used in marriage, divorce, and family sta- 
tistics collected by official sources. Nevertheless, with 
some ingenuity, propositions of some theoretical import 
can be teased out and tested within several countries. 
[. . -] Christensen has also shown ingenuity in dealing 
with secondary records cross-culturally (Hill, 1962: 
430-431). 
Although Hill was initially skeptical of the use of secondary data, he 
terminated on an optimistic note by suggesting that the ingenuity of 
the researcher ultimately determines the impact of the study. An 
optimistic attitude is adopted toward the analysis of secondary data in 


this investigation. Consequently, no attempt was made to collect orig- 


inal data. Data presently available from government agencies, books 
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and scholarly articles will suffice. Im an attezpt to zvoid the selec- 
tive bias created by obtainine data throush facilities fer umved mothers, 
this investigation will confine the analysis to agsresate data on the 
provincial and national levels. Furtherzore, no atte=pt will be made 
to forsulate and test hypotheses. However, the forsulation of possible 
propositions and hypotheses for future testing is an ultixzete goal of 
the investigation. With littie or no intensive research on Canadian 
illegitizacy, the primary ais of this study lies in the reduction of 
error 2nd bias accompanying research into illesitizecy. The skepticisa 
generated in readins other illegitimacy research sekes such soals espe- 
cially significant if future study into Canadian illesitiaacy is to 
avoid similar pitfalls. Therefore, even if this thesis does little 
more than illustrate the selective and conditional nature of current 


inforsation about illesitimscy in Canada, such an ingu 
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prelizinary, if not a sajor, contribution. 
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CHAPTER 2 


DATA AND METHODS 
2.1 The Sources of [llegitimacy Statistics. 


Whereas a census is a static, cross-sectional view of the popu- 
lation at a given moment of time, a registration system undertakes to 
measure movement by making a record of important demographic events 
such as birth, death, marriage, divorce, and migration. A vital event 
is registered by the filling out of an official document that certifies 
that the event has taken place. The legal purpose of registration is 
not the collection of statistics, but the creation of an official 
record that serves as evidence of citizenship, marital status, death, 
and the like (Bogue, 1969:106). As a by-product of the legal require- 
ments, three major types of record systems provide data for the 
demographer. These are the vital registration system, the population 
register, and the administrative records of various government offices 
(Hauser and Duncan, 1959:61). 

The developed nations are in the pavante gece position of having 
fairly reliable data from both the census and vital registration. 
However, the developing nations are less well off. Cho's categoriza- 
tion of countries according to their reliability and availability of 
demographic data indicated that 77 of the 136 countries considered had 
inadequate vital registration systems; and moreover, the probability 


of substantial improvement in the foresceable future is negligible 
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(Cho, 1964:360-365). Nevertheless, vital registration is the primary 
(and often only) source of statistical data on illegitimate births. 
Although the direct questioning of the legitimacy status on census 
questionnaires might provide helpful information, it is never at- 
tempted because of the sensitivity of the question and the social 
stigma attached. Also, the number of additional questions, beyond the 
basic information asked in a census, must be determined by resources 
available and also by the varied interests of governmental and non- 
governmental data users. No matter what the source, the analyst is 
always confronted with problems related to the availability of relia- 
ble statistics for intra-societal comparisons. 

Although far from complete, the data on Canadian illegitimate 
births paints a much more optimistic picture. In Canada, the collec- 
tion of vital statistics began, as in England, with the registration of 
baptisms, marriages, and burials by the ecclesiastical authorities 
(D.B.S., 1949:185). However, prior to 1920 it was impossible to com- 
pile a satisfactory series of vital statistics for Canada as a whole. 
Obstacles such as incompleteness of registration, lack of uniform 
classification, and choice of the fiscal instead of the calendar year 
as the time unit made a national compilation virtually impossible. 
Probably the most serious obstacle was the variation in provincial 


legislations 


When, then, as a consequence of the Departmental 
Comnission's report of 1912, the office of "Dominion 
Statistician" was created on June 19, 1915, this officer 
was confronted with the situation that "interprovincial 
comparisons of data or their combination into Dominion 
totals" were impossible. He saw the remedy in uniform 
standard legislation and administration by the prov- 
inces, with a central Dominion office as intermediary 


i i athe 
~~ : : - 1 @ ~ i p: wey 
ern} ay sad? -2} ae nEauedetg at aed een tines afaatone 


> < 


-adsaid sdimnsiguiel: io Adab. What eitose: Yo sovwan (<a 
ros? no sudjeze vou? tinal cH? to sah renseeup -2508ib J 
¢ 7 5 Aare 


ah xsvpq0 é! Sf" .nolsemieiat Lbiqiet sb tveng Sinden agutadte 


- 


Inioee of9 bus’ nofiesup 3sd3-to ere wha 2 oe 


“ a a oun’ — - - 
oft baoyod .anofizavp Inooisitts to’ yosmiue BA 4neEe 


esoyuoesy yd bonimiageh od um ,guenos aA al bates nolspoge 

~ - ) ¢ —_.) > 2 4 ~ a os -* 
. o . . @ 
r ~ 
-don tas Isanorrsyev< 0.23 ni boiaavy sid ed Obln Sas 
rn 

22 davlnes Sd¢: -oovtee tells setiw vation Of 2éeete Beh ‘tn 

twiiot To veifidalrove : nts isidetq Hts 


* ,enaoeda sent? | “33 “o#-S73n2 te3 cots 


P a pa nine 2 
Pal gIIEPQMCD Kore +83 


So nOLIRyieige® oAF ty .bonigd? at as ,fseet 
asiifiensien in! 2 eke t i 


iy lo S38! .wdiiastJalboex-do 82 nade tadond Re | 


1BS¢) HAbHeiho sds 96! baw tent Mtoete od} ie. ‘epiede™ ‘bag er 

a » ar) us 4 . ’ edi 2 - php. 

. spbtitbeoutt} gh Tours tv’ not sel tquen. Jenotsea <a aie 
Ps; ; —- : ah 


PB1Onivery cl noidsiziv asi: Bisw ies zuol 


~ - . J 
* ‘ ae ¢ 4 . al 
by ~~ 7 Xe. > a is ” 


fegnemr ingot and to soupy neene” t ae 
ORT TAG! I) so¥d0, ory 48! {es 
xe712 230% Bt. Dodh eaten hd 1434 phi 
a}owlwarryi: caeat. sens 04260 ‘i ‘ads ai 
nbtate ipntsy sito 
bs 


> = 
ie oy 5 
f 


L5 


agent for the maintenance of the standard and as clearing 
house for the compilation and tabulation of results 
Vmuicavnicl ie LO30317) 
In 1920, eight provinces entered into a co-operative system for the 
production of national vital statistics. Quebec was included in 1926, 


while Newfoundland continued to collect its own statistics until it 


allied with the Confederation in 1949, 
2.2 Definitions of Illegitimacy: An Impediment to Data Comparability. 


No matter how varied the definition and rituals of marriage and 
kinship structure, virtually all societies distinguish between legiti- 
macy and illegitimacy of births and apply sanctions to the unmarried 
parents and, in many cases, to the children of the latter. The two are 
jointly defined, illegitimacy involving the absence of those conditions 
by which a human community defines legitimacy--that is, the condition 
of being a child presumably lawfully begotten through birth in wedlock, 
and having specified filial rights and obligations. The importance of 
distinguishing between "legitimate" and "illegitimate" is exemplified 
by Kingsley Davis in the following words: 

If the bastard cannot descend legitimately (except 
through the special mechanisms of acknowledgement, adop- 
tion, or legitimation), then to which parent will he be 
socially attached for domicile and other necessary 
matters (Davis, 1939a:224)? 

Formulating a definition of "illegitimacy" from such a perspective pre- 
disposes the methodologist’s definition, since any definition of 
"illegitimacy" is bound by the legal connotations surrounding the term. 


The United Nations Multi-lingual Demographic Dictionary describes the 


phenomenon of illegitimacy as follows: 
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Births are sometimes Classified by legitimacy, | In 
general the classification depends upon the marital status 
of the mother at the time of the conception or confinement. 
Strictly speaking a legitimate child2 may be defined as one 
whose father and mother were married to one another at the 
time of conception and a legitimate birth3 as the delivery 
of such a child; other births or children are illegitimate.4 
It is general practice, however, to consider as legitimate 
the children who result from pre-marital conceptions, ? pre- 
nuptial conceptions? or ante-nuptial conceptions» (i.e., | 
conception occurring before marriage) provided that the 
parents are married to each other at the time of the birth 
(U.N. Department of Economic and Social Affairs, 1958:36, 
footnotes pertain to original text). 


For statistical purposes, the United Nations have chosen such a perspec- 
tive, defining "legitimate" as those births characterized as legally 
legitimate at the time of registration; that is, to births-within- 
wedlock as determined by the laws of each country (U.N. Department of 
Economic and Social Affairs, 1966:31). Births with legitimacy not 
stated are assumed to be illegitimate. Then "illegitimacy" refers to 
legal illegitimacy recorded on the birth record, that is, it is a char- 
acteristic of a child born out of legal wedlock, as determined by the 
laws of each country. Therefore, illegitimate births are assumed to 
include births to persons in consensual unions, or in unions celebrated 
in a manner other than the legally prescribed on as, for example, by 

a religious ceremony instead of the prescribed civil contract (U.N. 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs, 1966:31). Nevertheless, 
whatever definition is ultimately decided upon, even slight variations 
impair statistical comparison. As a result, many writers have circum- 
vented an explicit definition of a term by simply leaving the reader 


with the understanding that that which is not legitimate must obviously 


be illegitimate. 
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Like many of its predecessors, this study is necessarily limited 
by its inability to resolve the definitional dilemma. The author seeks 
refuge in the following quotation: 


We are forced, at this stage in the study of the 
phenomenon, to a guarded acceptance of each society's Own 
definition of illegitimacy, which means that we must accept 
their definition of legal marriage and the recording by 
them of marriages and of births as legitimate or illegiti- 
mate. We do not expect any registration or census system 
in the world to be perfect. Nevertheless, we expect the 
data to be highly correlated with the actual incidence 
of illegitimacy and certainly differences in the registra- 
tion system cannot account for all of the natural 
differences in levels of illegitimacy. Systematic errors 
that do occur, moreover, are over-whelmingly likely to be 
on the conservative side as far as our study is concerned. 
It is highly unlikely that any legitimately conceived child 
would be registered as illegitimate. Yet, any mother who 
can find a way to do so is certainly motivated to register 
an illegitimate child as of legitimate birth (Hartley, 
1970:97, underscoring added). 


The author remains convinced that the inability A satisfactorily 
account for the increasing prevalence of illegitimacy clearly demon- 
strates the need for additional research into not only the associated 
and causative factors, but also into the techniques and methodological 


tools needed to investigate such a phenomenon, 
2.3. An Evaluation of the Reliability of Illegitimacy Statistics. 


Needless to say, it is essential for statistical purposes that 
a uniform record be available for each vital event in order to permit 
the compilation of statistics. However, the notion of a "live birth" 
is especially difficult to treat as a statistical record (Barclay, 
1958:9), . Life is very uncertain in the, first few moments and days of 


infancy. Empirical evidence suggests that illegitimacy sharply reduces 
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the chances of survival both before and after birth, and that still- 
births are more frequent among conceptions outside of wedlock, and 
illegitimate infants have a mortality rate substantially in excess of 
legitimate reicen (U.N. Department of Economic and Social Affairs, 
1954:14-15). Consequently, a great many cases cannot be classified 
consistently without detailed criteria and rules. Since the responsi- 
bility for the reporting of vital events rests with the public, more 
than in a Census enumeration, co-operation of the public is decisive 
in achieving a complete record of births. In dealing with events where 
a social stigma is attached, social customs sometimes may lead to non- 
registration. There may be a deliberate attempt on the part of the 
mothers to avoid reporting illegitimate births or to report them as legit- 
imate (U.N. Department of Economic and Social Affairs, 1955319). Then it 
seems not unreasonable to expect that measures of illegitimacy will conti- 
nue to underestimate the true figures as long asthe social stigma remains. 
Since data reliability is a major concern of all research, four 
positive steps toward improved reliability include: (1) recognizing the 
sources of error; (2) improving data gathering; (3) adjusting the data 
and improving measurement techniques; and (4) changing the legislation 
related to data gathering. Demographic research serves to illustrate 
the utility of adjusting data. If a census figure is in error--due 
to under-enumeration, for instance--the annual estimates will reflect 
the same error, but the error will be a constant. Errors in vital 
statistics, on the other hand, may have a cumulative effect. For 
example, if there is an under-registration of births every year, so 


that the recorded annual natural increase is too small , the 
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consequent error in the population estimates will grow larger in each 
successive year. By the end of, say, a ten-year period, both the esti- 
mated size of the population and the estimated amount of its growth 
Since the census date may be considerably below the truth, even though 
the amount of error in the birth statistics for any one year is not very 
great (U.N. Department of Economic and Social Affairs, 1955:18). Inan 
effort to reduce such error, it is sometimes possible to revise data 
that are known to be defective by utilizing some standard of adjustment 
(Barclay, 1958:87). For instance, Galle and Cutright adjusted their 
data in order to reduce the age-selective under-estimation of illegiti- 
mate births (Galle and Cutright, 1968:3). Besides including illegitimate 
births to women under age 15 in the 15-19 age group, and those to women 
over 44 in the 40-44 age group, births to women of unknown age were 
allocated to one of their six standard age groups between 15 and 44 
years. 

In addition to the problem of data availability, the lack of 
standardized procedures for collecting and tabulating illegitimacy data 
has resulted in a lack of uniformity of reporting data, even within the 
same reporting system. For example, the accuracy of comparisons of the 
various measures of illegitimacy among the states in the U.S. is af- 
fected by: (1) the accuracy of the response; (2) the completeness with 
which the legitimacy item is answered on the birth certificate; and 
(3) the frequency with which women leave their state of residence to 
have an illegitimate child in a non-reporting state (NCHS, 1968:85). 
When cross-cultural analyses are attempted, such difficulties are accen- 


tuated. Furthermore, other problems encountered in cross-cultural 
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Comparison include: (1) fundamental or accidental differences between 
countries in the legal basis for illegitimacy; (2) differences between 
countries in the reference date for the definition of illegitimacy; 

(3) variations in the type of union which establishes legitimacy; and 
(4) the type of national attitude toward illegitimacy (U.N. Department 
of Economic and Social Affairs, 1966331). 

Registration of live births in Canada is under the jurisdiction of 
the provincial governments. Furthermore, as provided under the Dominion- 
Provincial agreement (1920) on the collection of vital statistics, the 
registration of births, stillbirths, marriages, and deaths continued to 
be the responsibility of the provinces. The appropriate Vital Statis- 
tics and related Acts required not only that the events themselves be 
reported within a prescribed time, but also that certain uniform items 
of statistical information be recorded (D.B.S., 196733). Uniformity in 
compilation was not demanded for all statistical information and, 
consequently, the provinces were left to decide what type of additional 
information they wanted besides certain basic vital events: 

An essential part of this scheme of co-operation was 
that the registration of births, deaths, and marriages be 
made on standard registration forms to be supplied to the 
provinces by the Dominion Bureau of Statistics. Copies of 
the completed forms were to be forwarded to the Dominion - 
Bureau of Statistics, From these were compiled the national 
statistics and the main tabulations required by the prov- 
inces for insertion in the Annual Reports made to their 
respective Legislatures, thus ensuring uniformity in the 
treatment of the material. The operation of the arrange- 


ment did not in any way prevent provinces or cities from 
making such additional compilations as they might desire 


(D.B.S., 1949:186, underscoring added). 


Then, according to a revised agreement adopted in 1945, uniform national 
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and provincial annual tabulations were put into effect beginning in 

1952. Concurrent with the revision, major changes to the annual report 
consisted of: (1) reduction in some previously published tables; (2) 
rearrangements, consolidation and condensation of some existing tables; 
(3) the addition of tables showing international comparisons; and (4) 
increased historical and trend data (D.B.S., 1952:3). Unfortunately, 

the second revision was instrumental in reducing the nature and quan- 
tity of data tabulated according to legitimacy status of births. Perhaps 
such a decision was partly a reflection of the awkwardness Geet edeby 
asking direct questions of the legitimacy status of a child. Asa 
result, the provinces vary widely in the type of data available on ille- 
gitimate births. Nevertheless, some provinces, such as Alberta, continue 
to pose the direct question on legitimacy on the birth certificate. The 
Alberta certificate words the question as follows: "Are the parents 
married to each other?" Nevertheless, it is highly likely that the 
direct and formal nature of such a question elicits concealment which 
ultimately diminishes the completeness of illegitimacy statistics. 

An interesting procedural innovation in the State of California 
has allowed for an estimation of the extent of illegitimacy directly 
from birth certificates (Berkov, 1968:473). The method is best des- 
cribed by Berkov as follows’ 

The new method for counting illegitimate births does 
not depend on the addition to the birth certificate of any 
question about legitimacy. [.. .] Since about 1916, 
no such question has appeared on the California certificate, 
and strong opposition has been voiced against adding the 
question. Although the need for statistical information 
about illegitimacy has been recognized, the feeling has 
been that this need was subordinate to the need to protect 


the unwed mother and her child from stigma; and that fur- 
ther stigma would result from inclusion of an explicit 
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question, particularly since birth records in California 
are available to the public. Efforts to make the medical 
and health section of the birth certificates confidential 
have not been successful. 

How, then, is it now possible to count illegitimate 
births? The answer is that it has always been possible to 
identify certain of the illegitimate births just from the 
information given on the certificates, but a state-wide 
count of such records was not practical and probably would 
not have been very accurate until legislation was passed in 
1965, which provided for the identification in the local 
health department of a general category of births including, 
but not limited to, those apparently out of wedlock. The 
aim of the legislation was to protect from unwanted public- 
ity and commercial solicitation not only unwed mothers, but 
also mothers of infants who die, who have congenital mal- 
formations, who have some similar type of problem or new 
mothers who simply do not want to be bothered by solicitors 
(Berkov, 1968:473-474)., 


The technique is essentially a form of matching and record linking docu- 
ments (e.g., marriage and birth certificates) and/or matching and linking 
particular items within one document (e.g., last names of mother and 
father on birth certificates).* Apparently this innovation provides 
quite reliable results. Probably the method of gathering statistics on 
illegitimacy in California provides more complete coverage in counting 
illegitimacies because other methods derive statistics on illegitimacy 
from direct questions which invite concealment of the child's legitimacy 
status. If Berkov's suggestions are valid, the implications are pro- 
found indeed. From a legislator's point of view, improved illegitimacy 
statistics could be provided without subjecting individuals to the embar- 


rassment of direct questioning. Quite simply, the needs of the 


ae 


lNeweombe and associates have extensively matched and record- 
linked Canadian vital statistics data. As yet, they have not examined 
the illegitimacy question; however, the potential for gathering illegi- 
timacy statistics in an indirect and discreet manner appears very 
plausible. For a description of their procedural techniques see an 
early article by Newcombe (1959), and many subsequent articles. 
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researcher could be satisfied without sacrificing any of the confiden- 


tiality and secrecy desired by the individual and the government, 
2.4 Problems Encountered in Using Common Measures of Illegitimacy, 


Ratios and rates are commonly employed in measuring the instance 
of illegitimacy; however, the researcher is faced with problems inher- 
ent in both these indices. The following discussions illustrate some 


of these problems. 


Indecision! A Feature of Illegitimacy Measurement. In 
addition to the troublesome question of the reliability of illegitimacy 
statistics, efforts to improve measurement techniques have been scanty. 
Little agreement exists regarding which method is most suited to measur- 
ing the phenomenon of illegitimacy. Illsley and Gill are convinced that 
the illegitimacy ratio (the number of illegitimate births per 1,000 
total births) is preferable to the illegitimacy rate (the number of 
illegitimate births per 1,000 unmarried women between 15 and 49 years 
of age) (Illsley and Gill, 1968a:415). Kumar (1969) has questioned the 
validity of the illegitimacy ratio, contending that it fails to measure 
the "level of illegitimacy." He asserts that the illegitimacy ratio 
Can be a misleading indicator of the trend in illegitimate births; 
therefore, the illegitimacy rate is the preferred measure (Kumar, 
1969:107). To increase the uncertainty, Hartley has suggested that it 
does not really matter whether one uses the illegitimacy rate and/or 
ratio (Hartley, 1966:536). Instead, the cultural "definition of the 
situation" should determine the amount of concern for, as well as be one 


of, the factors affecting the rate. By way of compromise, Hartley's 
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tabular presentation often presents the illegitimacy ratio and rate 
Side-by-side. However, the problems are inherent in the nature of 
rates and ratios. Either is useful, provided the researcher under- 


stands the limitations of each technique. 


The Problem in General Terms. Statistical data provide 
the raw materials for the demographer. Initially, the data are pre- 
sented in "absolute" terms, showing how many people or events were 
found at a certain date or period. However, it is generally more use- 
ful to measure facts in relation to some other number--that is, in 
"relative" terms through See and ratios. A rate is a "dynamic" or 
longitudinal concept which involves change over a given time interval, 
whereas a ratio is a "static" or cross-sectional concept which describes 
a position at a given point in time. Two readily apparent advantages 
of ratios are that they are easy to calculate; furthermore, that they 
provide quick and concise comparisons among corresponding sets of 
numbers. In part, this accounts for the emphasis on using ratios 
rather than rates in the study of illegitimacy. But to examine chang- 
ing trends in the risk of illegitimacy over time, researchers must 
strive to use rates as abundantly as ratios. 

The conflict between data reliability and availability clearly 
emerges at this point. Only a few countries have sufficient longi- 
tudinal information to initiate the same kind of analysis with rates 
that has tae been undertaken with ratios. Part of the diffi- 
culty arises from the so-called "problems of the denominator." This 
classical problem stems from the fact that vital events occur through- 


out the year, and it is difficult to determine to which population 
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they refer. The real problem of the denominator lies in the fact that 
researchers interested in the numerator (number of vital events) some- 
how do not exert themselves to obtain exact population totals (Krotki, 
1965311). It is imperative to commence with the basic assertion that 
the denominator must be relevant to the event being measured. The 
denominator must attempt to define the population most "at risk" to 
the phenomenon being investigated. Ina ratio, problems of the denom- 
inator have similar time reference. In the case of a rate, the time 
element is very important; consequently the problems of the denomin- 


ator are increased. 


Problems with the Illegitimacy Ratio and Rate, Studies 
advocating the use of the illegitimacy ratio argue that its utility lies 
in its lack of concern with the civil state of the mother. Only the 
legitimacy of the birth is relevant. Illsley and Gill suggest that the 
illegitimacy ratio is a useful measure for assessing the impact of ille- 
gitimate births on various aspects of a nation's social structure 
(Illsley and Gill, 1968a:420). However, opponents of the ratio would 
suggest that the ratio is misleading because it declines during a 
period when total births rise more rapidly than illegitimate births. 
When using the illegitimacy ratio, it is essential to remember that two 
independent factors affect the numerator and denominator, Illegitimate 
births (the numerator) are affected by the size of the unmarried female 
population and the rate of illegitimacy. The total number of live 
births (the denominator) is primarily influenced by the factors that 
affect marital fertility, including changes in spacing and completed 


family size and the proportion of women who are married. If this 
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changes, the ratio will change, even if the numerator remains the same 
(NCHS, 1968310). 

The most common alternative to the illegitimacy ratio is the ille- 
‘gitimacy rate. The construction of the rate, however, requires 
information on the marital status of the female population which is . 
generally not easily matched by time period with information on legiti- 
macy status at birth, Yet the rate remains a superior measure to the 
commonly employed ratio of illegitimate births to total births because 
the rate accounts for changes in the proportions of unmarried women of 
fertile age. Consider the illegitimacy ratio commonly employed. Such 
a ratio when conceived as a proportion assumes the form: at 

ERS Be] 

that is, the numerator is also part of the denominator (Barclay, 
1958:20). The illegitimacy rate increases the sensitivity with which 
illegitimacy is measured by assuming the form: _c_, where "'c" and "d" 

d 
are from different universes (Barclay, 1958:20). In general, the rate 
would be an appropriate measure of the incidence of illegitimacy if all 
illegitimate births occurred to unmarried women. However, the greater 
the proportion of illegitimate births occurring to married women and 
the greater the proportion of consensual unions, the more misleading 
it becomes to use the number of unmarried women as the denominator, 
Furthermore, to calculate illegitimacy rates it is necessary that 
information on the marital status of the female population be available. 
Since the most reliable information on marital status of the female 
population is acquired from the census, illegitimacy rates for many 


Countries can be calculated only for census years (Galle and Cutright, 


i965 33), 
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An Improved Method for Utilizing the Illegitimacy Rate. 
The illegitimacy rate, perhaps with some sensitizing innovations, is 
Clearly the preferable measure: 

- - «- The [llegitimacy Ratio may be a good index to show 

the magnitude of the social problem, but when it is used 

indiscriminately to represent the likelihood of bearing 

an illegitimate child or to indicate family disorganiza- 

tion, sexual permissiveness, and the like, the conclusions 

may be incorrect. An appropriate index to measure the 

likelihood of bearing an illegitimate child is the Ille- 

gitimacy Rate--the number of illegitimate births per 

unmarried females of childbearing age per year (Kumar, 

1969392), 
Within this context, Kumar has attempted to identify the demographic 
factors, the interaction of which is associated with an observed level 
of illegitimacy, and to determine their relative contribution to an 
observed change in the illegitimacy level. Working with the "illegit- 
imacy rate," Kumar has developed more sensitive measures for illegitimate 
and legitimate fertility. He describes the approach as "a simple pro- 
cedure of demographic manipulation by which the observed change in the 
level can be almost fully explained by performing only one or two stand- 
ardizations" (Kumar, 1969:93). The following demographic factors are 
identified: (1) age-distribution of females in the childbearing years; 
(2) proportion of total females at age "x" who are unmarried; (3) age- 
specific rates of illegitimate births; and (4) age-specific legitimate 
fertility rates. The first two factors attempt to deal with the problems 
of the denominator by determining the proportion of the female popula- 
tion exposed to the risk of bearing an illegitimate child (Kumar, 1969: 


107). In sum, Kumar's major contribution is the development of a sys- 


tematic method for analyzing data on illegitimacy. 


} POG ay * eee ‘ ; 
(ep .* 
7 
ta? : 37 lets 
ard tay iF 4 
ctf Gatiq o1em) 4 
:C6CR Ssmu) tiie 


t 
2. 
v 
J 
P » ' 
eS 
« ' . ' 
- 
f 
a 
te 
i 
- 
‘ 7 
< 
‘id % 
4) 4 
4 d 
[oma a 
- - 
f . a 


ft : ; 
Qrpath 
. 
# 5 
“7 7” * 
2 ' >) ] ” 
) 
F 8) 7 * 


Jaye wf 14 Saomtlews 


‘Jet RA Bah bee wai 


a 
: 
3 ee 
. 7 ae 
A > 


th wavy 


—— ee ome OS 


rm Pe 2 cos tne cert 


= ae Rent 
» 
thee) 
ng eqn tog 
4 a = ‘ 


= Sed ESN T 


7" Teo di 


\ 


re i % = 
q 4 
, ‘ raf 
. . ; Pye Ss 
* it 4 7. 
ah & 
7” ‘ 71 1 2 
tf) Le. ' a é 
‘ - ; a > bat oe ry 
" r , 
vt ‘ t. 
Wie Fs av 
et se 
‘ * , ! + 
ae & 
: hy ‘ as baa E oft ge 
' a 
Q »' he o bes er 
y ; prer oh * 
1. os x 
ry 7” 
s : — , ese a, tee 
i =o 179 nt oene av 
a a 
be ‘a = 
fi 
' * «st 
[Jeue 
' 
s° ; Fine 
» 
. 7 Gee 
“ 7 oe 
~ ‘ ’ 7 : (<4 7 rf * é 
Bs 
4 4, Ah ve 
‘ ( ye 
a <n i ’ : May s*7y $63 > 
oe bs 
nen, reel YT pis hie ks. 


teed Me ade ) iid ‘te rer oe ot ey 


ace 7 


b arty 


ie 3: 


28 
7a | Recommended Techniques for Analysis. 


The analysis of demographic factors associated with Canadian 
illegitimacy (Chapter 3) was conducted, as closely as possible, with 
the methodology outlined by Kumar. Parallel to Kumar's ss the 
present investigation shall endeavor to identify some of the factors, 
the interaction of which is associated with an Breereediicret of ille- 
gitimacy. Furthermore, an attempt shall be made to determine the 
relative contribution of selected demographic factors in the observed 
changes in the levels of illegitimacy. However, no attempt shall be 
made to determine the exact contributions of each of the demographic 
factors in terms of independent and interaction effects. 

The specific requirements in terms of data to utilize Kumar's 
framework make his approach untenable at a cross-cultural level of 
analysis. Illegitimacy rates are valuable indicators of the prevalence 
of births out of wedlock within the unmarried population; however, they 
are seldom available by age-specific groups outside the highly indus- 
trialized nations (Hartley, 1970:96). Consequently, the cross-cultural 
analysis requires an alternative methodology. Hartley (1970) provides 
the present study with such an alternative. Although "cruder" than 
comparisons based on illegitimacy rates, Hartley's approach appears to 
be somewhat more enlightening than a simple comparison of illegitimacy 
ratios. The procedure involves the standardization of illegitimacy 
ratios for countries with inadequate data according to the illegiti- 
macy rates of some model country for which more complete statistics 
are available. Hartley's main objective would appear to be the broad- 


ening of knowledge of the variations in the levels of illegitimacy 
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iutermattonally. Some researchers criticize such "general" approaches 
on the grounds that intensive knowledge of our own culture is required 
before one is justified in analyzing other cultural systems. However, 
this author would concur with Gideon Sjoberg that "the general and 
stable elements in our own culture can best be understood when the 
latter is compared with divergent cases" (Sjoberg, 1955:114). 

The initial cross-cultural comparison (Chapter 4) will parallel 
Hartley's analysis. Countries were chosen from Europe, Asia, Africa, 
Oceania, and North America on the basis of two criteria: (1) the 
reliability of their data, as classified by Cho (1964); and (2) some 
representation of the variations in the crude birth rate. This was 
done to achieve a representative picture of world variations in legiti- 


mate and illegitimate fertility. 
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CHAPTER 3 


HISTORICAL ANALYSIS OF SELECTED DEMOGRAPHIC COMPONENTS 


ASSOCIATED WITH CANADIAN ILLEGITIMACY 
ie | General Trends: 1921-1968, 


Compared with many nations, illegitimacy in Canada is relatively 
low, assuming, of course, that recorded illegitimate births are repre- 
sentative of the actual extent of illegitimacy. Table 3.1 indicates 
that the percentage of all live births which were classified illegiti- 


mate has increased almost continuously between 1921-1968 (1951 being 


TABLE 3,1 


PERCENT ILLEGITIMATE OF TOTAL LIVE BIRTHS, CANADA 
1921, 1931, 1941, 1951, 1961, 1966 and 1968 


Year Percent (4%) 
Average 1921-25 ae. 
1931 5G 
1941 4.0 
1951* Sipye 
1961* 4.5 
1966* ete 
1968* 9.0 


em a rn i ee Re Rc RE A OR FRR TNS OT, 
AR ER eS SS i EOF RT En ene Re 


*Tllegitimacy does not refer to births conceived out of wedlock 
but those in which parents reported themselves as not having been mar- 
ried to each other at the time of birth or registration and, in the 
case of Ontario, since 1949, those in which the marital status of the 
mother was reported as single. 


SOULCES 7D. B.S. b1970)iee table BS, p. 81, 
Debs. (19008), table. B8, np. 103. 


30 


a eI Pw 


% a7, 
; - cs 
: 
a) 
« 
* 
, 
-~ ; a | . 7 
: = bel < 7 7 -y* a 2 
° a a4 : oo Ase, day) COT, - fans Py 
Sie tee af 1 ere t (i HA JOUCRE, 
Fe ; : eel | 
4 
‘ ' P , ‘ ‘ eaats te e., 
ects? Sat) LaPeer ee , i eee oo 
- : po = 
r ry 4 
¢ 
+ 
Le, ' ‘eT yore ase 
- 
- i 
 - — 
} 4 ; ' - | = war 
\ [ ‘oS Li car ,-F Liiva i ee ss 
g a7 
Me ‘is 7 = 
tS ed e713 “ae 
1 prt 
< 
3 AF 5 : 
a 4 
‘ 
’ i 
it 
= = — 
— 
f) 
om 
al 
—$——— a a a 
? aa 
-= 


wits wee! os 0 tots 
no eh, ewv i weet Gots 1% 
, do Tartaatesy so vaste Feo ; 
Desde. st tate We teidd, ORRT 
. Ps ' Se a 
, "ae 


iv 
q 


31 


slightly less than 1941). In 1968, the highest proportion of illegiti- 
mate births (9.0 percent) was recorded. This was 6.8 percentage points 
higher than that observed in 1921-25 (2.2 percent). However, it is 
dangerous to rely solely on such a crude index of illegitimate fertil- 
ity as percent of total live births which were illegitimate, Henripin 
warns that if the fertility of all women diminished while the percentage 
of illegitimate births remained constant, then the fertility of unmar- 
ried women has also diminished (Henripin, 1968:333). Factors such as 
the following may be intervening: (1) the age composition of females 
15-49; (2) the proportion of women married; (3) levels of legitimate 
fertility; and (4) levels of illegitimate fertility. 

Tables 3.2 and 3.3 present the overall variations in illegitimacy 
for Canada and selected provinces.2 “The trend suggested by both the 
illegitimacy ratios (Table 3.2 and Figure 3.1) and rates (Table 3.3 
and Figure 3.2) is a continuous increase in Canadian illegitimacy over 
the period 1921-1966, However, the ratios show only a slight increase 
between 1941 and 1951, whereas the rates show a marked increase for the 
same period. In all likelihood, the difference in the two indices (the 
illegitimacy ratio and rate) occurs because of changes in the overall 
probability of being single in the childbearing ages (2 fxqx). This 
confirms the need for in-depth analysis before drawing substantive 
conclusions about the historical trends of Canadian illegitimacy. 


In general, provincial variations, as measured by both rates 


2Newfound land, the Yukon, and the North West Territories were 
excluded from the analysis because the necessary data were either in- 
complete or not available. 
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TABLE 3.2 


TREND OF ILLEGITIMACY RATIOS 
CANADA AND PROVINCES 


1921-1966 
ae Se ee LORE beta. w 
Area 1921 1931 1941 1951 1961 
Canada 19.4 29.4 3682 36.6 44.0 
Index* 100.0 TST S5 186.6 LSSov 226.8 
British Columbia iss: 2756 45.5 o WPA 70.0 
Index* 100.0 P3232 385.6 489.8 593.2 
SU ae. ais 41.0 46.7 61.6 
Pee ew te 100.0 BL? 9 1278.0 169.7 
Saskatchewan 6.4 29.6 55.0 44.2 58.6 
Index* 100.0 462.5 556.2 we 69086 915.6 
Manitoba 22,4 35,0 34.4 33.9 62.4 
Index* 100.0 157-30 [A326 LEt.8 278.6 
Ontario 24.0 39.9 46.5 33.0 St 2 
Index* 100.0 166.3 Lo3e7 L3ie) Lee. 5 
Oo i ee 14.5 20.3 26.0 8252 
Thcex*® Ge  =aaW= 100.0 140.0 179s 2221 
New Brunswick Li. ois bog bi 3570 Sion 43.5 
Index™ | 100.0 185.9 196.6 223 244.0 
Prince Edward Is. 20.4 37.2 46.4 51.6 47,2 
Index* 100.0 182.8 P27 ae 20240 231.4 
Nova Scotia 20s 53.9 69.9 65.0 67.9 
Index* 100.0 178.5 232.5 B1L5e2 224,85 


(ee ee ne ee nee re Ee ee 
pw On ne ee a ee RD OTE 


*Base year=1921; except for Alberta and Quebec=1931. 


Source: Calculated. See Appendix A for sources of base data, 
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TABLE 3.3 


TREND OF ILLEGITIMACY RATES 
CANADA AND PROVINCES 


2 od 1921-1966 oak 

pe es ee Re LEAT A RE eae 
Area 1921 1931 1941 1951 1961 1966 

et I I OL  A9O0 
Canada + Pipe 6.2 0 Lhe 5 Lhe) 17.9 
Index* 100.0 187.9 21 Ael 348.5 469.7 by Ya 
British Columbia 4.0 4.3 824 19.9 Als 30.8 
Index* 100.0 143.3 280.0 633.3 Sie sie. 02667 
pee ieee | 2 Pe, G2 18.0 29.2 31.9 
Seek Ce 100.0 94.8 185.6 301.0 328.9 
Saskatchewan pets 7.0 Tez 14.1 24.5 2955 
Index* 100.0 271.4 2OV al 503.6 875.0 4 15053.6 
Manitoba Thee 6.5 Pas 11.9 23.0 25.8 
Index* 100.0 86.7 rf | 158.7 aLl.3 344.0 
Ontario aed 1.4 Pe 10.8 L432 17.4 
Index* 100.0 ey aa 176.6 229.8 302.1 S702 
Quebec eaoneoe a2 4.0 dis 9.3 10.5 
I Ch 100.0 Rea Bee LED i: 281.8 318.2 
New Brunswick 5.0 Se 8.6 15.0 16.7 L727 
Index* 100.0 170.0 Vic. 300.0 334.0 354.0 


Prince Edward Is. AGS 1c 9.6 bias 18.8 1735 
Index* 100.0 181.4 She i ay 402.3 437 32 407.0 


11.8 1522 ray | Zee 26.9 


Nova Scotia 0 
0 168.6 7G py | 310.0 360.0 378.6 


7 
Index* 100 


a ee re ee ee eee 
ar, tr ne ee nc re et rt ee ee ee 


*Base year=1921; except for Alberta and Quebec=1931,. 


Source: Calculated. See Appendix A for sources of base data, 
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and ratios, were less pronounced in 1921 and 1931. However, the fluc- 
tuations increased markedly over time, with wider variations for more 
recent years such as 1961 and 1966. Looking at the illegitimacy rates 
(Table 3.3), an interesting clustering occurs in 1961 and 1966, Higher 
rates were found for British Columbia, Alberta, Saskatchewan, Manitoba, 
and Nova Scotia, while lower rates were exhibited by Ontario, Quebec, 
New Brunswick, and Prince Edward Island. However, such a grouping is 
not maintained historically, since British Columbia and Saskatchewan 
exhibit lower rates, relatively speaking, for 1921-1941. It would 
appear that years close to 1951 mark a turning point in the evolution 
of illegitimacy patterns of the provinces to what they presently are. 
In 1966, the provinces (ranked from high to low illegitimacy rates) 
displayed the following pattern: Alberta, British Columbia, Saskatch- 
ewan, Nova Scotia, Manitoba, New Brunswick, Prince Edward Island, 
Ontario, and Quebec. With the sole exception of Nova Scotia, the pat- 
tern of illegitimacy almost clearly differentiates itself along the 
East-West continuum, Henripin (1968) reveals the same general tend- 
ency, even though he analyzed fewer provinces. However, Henripin 
stresses the need for caution in such an interpretation: 
» e « Lhe way in which the provinces regroup themselves is 
a little surprising. Three provinces are clearly separated 
from the others, without one always being able to discern 
the relationships between them. If it is not too surpris- 
ing to find Quebec and New Brunswick with lower rates, it 
is more difficult to explain the situation of Ontario be- 
tween these latter two provinces. No doubt the particular 
definition of illegitimate births in this province results 
in an under-estimation of the rates; but it would be sur- 
prising that this factor alone would explain the reduced 


proportion of illegitimate fertility (Henripin, 1968:335, 
translation). 
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With the general trends explicated, a more careful examination of 


various underlying factors can now be conducted, 


3.2 Substantive Analysis of Select Demographic Components: 


Canada. 


The following sub-sections examine the relationship among three 


demographic components for Canada, 


1921-1931 (Columns 2, 3 and 4 in Tables 3.44 and 3.4B). 
During this decade, no substantial change occurred in the overall 
probability of being single in the childbearing ages, or the overall 
proportion single in the childbearing ages (2 fyqy). However, both 
the overall probability of giving birth to an illegitimate child by a 
female in the childbearing ages in a population with a given age and 
marital distribution, or the general rate of illegitimacy (2 f,qyix), 
and the overall probability of giving birth to a legitimate child 
by a female in the childbearing ages in the population with a given 
age and marital distribution, or the general rate of legitimacy 
1 fehl -0x) jx | , increased. This suggests the likelihood of an in- 
crease in the age-specific illegitimacy rates (i,'s) and in the 
age-specific legitimacy rates (jy's). Therefore, it was necessary to 
standardize for values of the age-specific illegitimate and legitimate 
rates in 1921 (Column 4). The standardized values of the illegitimacy 
ratios and rates approximate the 1921 values; consequently, the ob- 
served changes in illegitimacy between 1921 and 1931 were partly due 


te changes in the age-specific legitimate and illegitimate rates, 
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1931-1941 (Columns 3, 5 and 6 in Tables 3.44 and 3.4B). 
Although there was no substantial change in the overall proportion 
Single in the childbearing ages, the value of the general bey 
illegitimacy increased, while the value of the general rate of legit- 
imacy decreased. Standardizing for the age-specific illegitimate and 
legitimate rates @ 1931, the illegitimacy ratio and rate approached 
the 1931 levels (comparing Columns 3 and 6). The implication is that 
changes in the age-specific illegitimate and legitimate rates were 
primarily responsible for the observed changes in the levels of 


illegitimacy. 


1941-1951 (Columns 5, 7 and 8 in Tables 3.4A and 3.4B). 
What can be said about these figures? Obviously, the value of the 
overall proportion single in the childbearing ages was reduced between 
1941 and 1951. Probably, this fact would account for a substantial 
portion of the observed increase in the general rate of legitimacy. 
Since the general rate of illegitimacy changed only slightly, it would 
generally be ignored. However, several standardizations were conducted 
using many combinations of the factors before any conclusions were 
drawn. With a noticeable reduction in the proportion of total unmar- 
ried females at age "x" (qs) this became the first factor for 
standardization. Surprisingly, the standardized values of the illegit- 
imacy ratio and rate did not approximate the 1941 values all that 
closely. After several attempts, the combination of three factors 
(qx, i, and j,) approximated the 1941 values most closely. One 
interesting feature worthy of mention is the drastic increase (from 


7.0 to 11.5) in the illegitimacy rate, but the comparatively slight 
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increase (from 36.2 to 36.6) in the illegitimacy ratio. Probably, the 
changes in the values of the age-specific illegitimacy rates (i,) and 
the age-specific legitimacy rates (j,) tended to counterbalance their 
net effect on the value of the quotient -SetueG-ge aul » and conse- 
, [> fxqxix] 

quently on the ratio (Kumar, 1969:102). 

1951-1961 (Columns 7, 9 and 10 in Tables 3.4A and 3.4B). 
The value of the overall proportion single in the childbearing ages 
decreased slightly over the period; however, standardizing on the 
proportion of total unmarried females at age "x" was not sufficient by 
itself. In addition, there were increases in both the general rate of 
illegitimacy and legitimacy. Standardizations demonstrated that all 
three factors (qx, ix and jy) contributed toward the overall changes 


in illegitimacy (Column 10). 


1961-1966 (Columns 9, 11 and 12 in Tables 3.4A and 3.4B). 
Comparing the three sums, there was an insignificant increase in the 
overall proportion single in the childbearing ages, an increase in 
the general rate of illegitimacy, and a decrease in the general rates 
of legitimacy. Consequently, standardization was conducted for 1966 


with respect to both the age-specific illegitimate and legitimate 


3tt is important to realize that the proportion, at age "x," of 
all females in the childbearing period, i.e., from 15-49 years (f£,.), as 
well as the proportion of total females at age "x" who are unmarried 
(q,) could be an operating factor. However, Kumar (1969:102) points 
out that no gain in the insight of underlying changes would occur if 
both fy and qy were selected for standardization. Furthermore, a 
change in the level of fx does not alter the illegitimacy level so 
appreciably as the other factors. However, qx is an important factor 
and should always be selected for the first factor of standardization 
whenever the overall proportion single in the childbearing ages 


changes markedly. 


90 Si6x Isvoness od? sistod nx sahoOxor! Siow steAa 04 S| inf 


tere €.f) “odes yoniatgotll oftdceq «ssa it vi 

. al hy 7 3 a we, 

tides -osentudtemens a2 hebesd (yt) rasetiouni aie 9) 
f athe 

wharerr bus , tet terefde3 Sit it FOWL ani dens ie 


a a Ceeteage ‘a 


j x eS 
fn, wae SM! #. 04" ba pea 
° ada > s aa | as — —— ci aae 7 ne eee 
‘ re 
zege ; aut: nojyroqota FF 
Loe «c s 
. « . 
in? a ore og Sven FI Le ae - : 1 ts 1 r ey ia 
S3n9 HO ANS ts Bie , TSv: oo” roo arid! 0 
‘4 " i 7% ; a - gi 
P . . | Pi ori i . a i y PC ae : ich Py 
vd dnélallive jon ese °: mh 20: esl Bias, OSL TF. vthu: tates oe 
- 
* on s <* 


Jin > t j bade ‘ "iin 3) 4 eas) $ 7 J es waft ud > Arh i 3 tit! mn ee = 


Reuly, ' 


, ple : bs z i _— ve bial bees fiw wy PB of 
Sag0eRoO PAs ISvO *s ¥F BS WEIS NR eee oP ss ey: 
= =n 


a 2 : ‘ ‘ ‘a oust 


. e ‘a ; 
« 4 ipyt bet h, <n «4 . rs Runt fs. a I - -) 4 4 60) ne, fo) ast aii aes + 


2*5 5 a rT oh 7 poem \ 
sip saben) snnoidisy tend itp rt da eines: 


ni SaaStoni nA ,.@3en antsasduliap sia ae slike ae 
, : * 7 Ito he 
asths Itvonae ofd of seastdsh & bis, yobs 13 gahi os 


Gd0i ‘sod hayowhned tse coli hasbyeIe, ch ana ay 
ae ‘fa ( 4 
c edu Jigus : Due & 76 in] a hol J i ; ot 7 5 it RE=BG ai “i ay: S$ ‘c ; 


ve Mex" Su Jf uae as3 ani ian . i 
ab ¢&y)* exp “PS CLawONT ¢.¥el eboi Tago hn bd fat9 
bs Pirkei Orlét gh ogi’ ae an byist Lee 
edhbory. (SOT; LOP) vet avis ot} a 
Vi sbdou bisow eyariads 4 ai veh 
” D -pSteuersdITNT " . 78% dasha 
oe Laver. eerie ae euias 
Base Ee cite ees 
A ao 


\ 
ts 
5 
4D 
= 
be 


a we: 


a? 


a 


42 


rates for 1961. The resemblance between 1961 and 1966 (Columns 9 and 
12) is considerably closer after standardization. By implication, 
changes in the age-specific illegitimate and legitimate fertility 
rates played a significant part in the observed changes between 1961 


and 1966, 


3.3 Substantive Analysis of Select Demographic Components? 


British Columbia (B.C.). 


The following sub-sections examine the relationship among three 


demographic components for British Columbia. 


1921-1931 (Columns 2, 3 and 4 in Table 3.54 and 3.5B). 
Accompanying an insignificant change in the overall proportion single 
in the childbearing ages, there was an increase in the general rate of 
illegitimacy and a substantial decrease in the general rate of legiti- 
macy. Standardizing for both the age-specific illegitimate and 
legitimate fertility rates in 1921, it seems that changes in these 


two factors were involved in the observed changes. 


1931-1941 (Columns 3, 5 and 6 in Tables 3.5A and bhakets 8 hes 
Although the overall proportion single in the childbearing ages did not 
alter appreciably, both the general rates of illegitimacy and legitimacy 
increased. Standardizing for the age-specific illegitimate and legiti- 
mate fertility rates confirmed the suspicion that these two factors 


were involved. 


1941~1951 (Columns 5, 7 and 8 in Tables 3.5A_ and 3.5B). 


The important changes included a marked decrease in the overall 
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proportion single in the childbearing ages, accompanied by an increase 
in the general rate of illegitimacy. This is an excellent example to 
illustrate to "dual" effect of a change in the proportion of total 
unmarried females at age "x" (qx) on the illegitimacy ratio (Kumar, 
1969:102). By standardizing the 1951 illegitimacy indices with res- 
pect to qy and the age-specific illegitimate fertility rate ie EOC 
1941, the resulting indices of 36.6 and 8.4 (Column 8) are reasonably 
close to 45.5 and 8.4 (Column 5). Thus, the decline in the level of 
qxsmeaning that the proportion married has increased, was responsible 
for the decline in the ratio but had absolutely no effect on the ille- 
gitimacy rate between 1941-51, 

But how is this possible? A decline in the level of q, implies 
a rise in the level of fare These appear in the numerator and denom- 
inator of the quotient one (lege yetie As a result, both acted in 

[2 £xdxix] 

the same direction--towards increasing the value of the quotient-- 


consequently, the "dual" effect on q,. In turn, the value of the ille- 


gitimacy ratio is decreased. 


1951-1961 (Columns 7, 9 and 10 in Tables 3.5A and 3.58). 
Apart from the increase in the general rate of illegitimacy, there was 
no appreciable change along the other factors. Standardizing for the 
age-specific illegitimate fertility rate in 1951, the results suggest 
that changes in the age-specific illegitimacy rate played an important 


part in the observed changes. 


1961-1966 (Columns 9, 11 and 12 in Tables 3.54 and 3.58). 
With reasonable certainty, one can conclude that the slight increase in 


the overall proportion single in the childbearing ages between 1961 and 
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1966 was of negligible importance. Such cannot be concluded about the 
increase in the general rate of illegitimacy, and the decrease in the 
general rate of legitimacy, Standardizations confirmed the importance 
of changes in the age-specific illegitimate and legitimate fertility 


rates. 


3.4 Substantive Analysis of Select Demographic Components: 


Alberta. 


The following sub-sections examine the relationship among three 


demographic components for Alberta. 


1931-1941 (Columns 2, 3 and 4 in Tables 3.6A and 3,6B). 
With little change in the overall proportion single in the childbear- 
ing ages, and in the general rate of illegitimacy, the decrease in the 
general rate of legitimacy becomes suspect. Standardizing for the age- 
specific legitimate fertility rate in 1931, it is apparent that changes 
in the age-specific legitimacy rates were associated with the observed 


changes. 


1941-1951 (Columns 3, 5 and 6 in Tables 3.6A and 3.6B). 
While the overall proportion single in the childbearing ages changed 
little, both the general rates of illegitimacy and legitimacy increased. 
Both the age-specific illegitimate and legitimate fertility rates were 


found to be significant factors (Column 6). 


1951-1961 (Columns 5, 7 and 8 in Tables 3.6A and o.00)s 
The value of the overall proportion single in the childbearing ages 


decreased over the ten-year interval, while the general rates of 
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illegitimacy and legitimacy increased. The combination of standardized 
factors which best approximated the 1951 values included all three 


factors--q,, i, and jy. 


1961-1966 (Columns 7, 9 and 10 in Tables 3.6A and 3.6B). 
The overall proportion single in the childbearing ages increased; 
however, standardizing for the proportion of total unmarried females 
at age "x" (q,) did not provide any useful insights. Although the 
general rate of illegitimacy increased, the general rate of ees 
decreased naickedLy: Nevertheless, standardizations revealed that the 
age-specific illegitimate and legitimate fertility rates to be the 


important pair of factors. 


3.5 Substantive Analysis of Select Demographic Components: 


Saskatchewan. 


The following sub-sections examine the relationship among three 


demographic components for Saskatchewan. 


1921-1931 (Columns 2, 3 and 4 in-Tables 3.7A and 3.1b) 6 
An increase in the general rate of illegitimacy coupled with a decrease 
in the general rate of legitimacy accounted for the observed changes. 


That is, the age-specific illegitimate and legitimate fertility rates 


were the contributing components. 


1931-1941 (Columns 3, 5 and 6 in Tables 3.7A and 3.7B). 
Although the overall proportion single in the childbearing ages and the 


general rate of illegitimacy showed increases, standardizations exposed 


the decrease in the general rate of legitimacy as the most prominent 
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factor. Then, changes in the age-specific legitimacy rates accounted 


for most of the observed change. 


1941-1951 (Columns 5, 7 and 8 in Tables 3.7A and 3.7B). 
Standardizations indicated that the decrease in the overall proportion 
single in the childbearing ages and the increases in the general rates 


of illegitimacy and legitimacy all contributed to the observed changes. 


1951-1961 (Columns 7, 9 and 10 in Tables 3.7A and 3.7B). 
Once again, all factors (q,, i, and j,) were involved in the observed 


Changes in the level of illegitimacy. 


1961-1966 (Columns 9, 11 and 12 in Tables 3.7A and 3.7B). 
Although the overall proportion single in the childbearing ages in- 
creased, standardization showed that the proportion of total unmarried 
females at age "x" (q,) was not a significant contributor, Changes 
in the observed levels of illegitimacy were primarily the results of 
changes in the age-specific illegitimacy and legitimacy rates is and 


jy» respectively). 
3.6 Substantive Analysis of Select Demographic Components: 
Manitoba. 

The following sub-sections examine the relationship among three 


demographic components for Manitoba. 


1921-1931 (Columns 2, 3 and 4 in Tables 3.8A and 3.8B). 


Although the overall proportion Single in the childbearing ages in- 


creased substantially over the decade, the proportion of total unmarried 
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females at age "x" was not revealed to be a significant factor through 
standardization. The age-specific illegitimate and legitimate fertil- 


ity rates were found to be definite contributors. 


1931-1941 (Columns 3, 5 and 6 in Tables 3.8A and 3.8B). 
The very large increase in the general rate of illegitimacy, coupled 
with the decrease in the general rate of legitimacy resulted in stand- 
ardization on the age-specific illegitimate and legitimate fertility 
rates for 1931. The observed changes were demonstrated to have been 
affiliated with changes in the age-specific illegitimacy and legitimacy 


rates, 


1941-1951 (Columns 5, 7 and 8 in Tables 3.8A and 3.8B). 
Associated with changes in the level of illegitimacy were all three 


components (ay> r and j,)- 


1951-1961 (Columns 7, 9 and 10 in Tables 3.8A and 3.8B). 
Once again, all the factors were instrumental in accounting for the 


variations in illegitimacy. 


1961-1966 (Columns 9, 11 and 12 in Tables 3.8A and 3.8B). 
Although the overall proportion single in the childbearing ages in- 
creased, standardization suggested that the age-specific illegitimate 


and legitimate fertility rates were more prominent factors in account- 


ing for the changes. 


3.7 Substantive Analysis of Select Demographic Components’ 


Ontario. 
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The following sub-sections examine the relationship among three 


demographic components for Ontario. 


1921-1931 (Columns 2, 3 and 4 in Tables 3.9A and 3.9B). 
Again a familiar pattern appears: little or no change in the overall 
proportion single in the childbearing ages; an increase in the general 
rate of illegitimacy; and a decrease in the general rate of legitimacy. 
Column 4 provides the results of standardizing on the age-specific ille- 
gitimate and legitimate fertility rates for 1921. Changes occurred in 


both factors. 


1931-1941 (Columns 3, 5 and 6 in Tables 3.9A and 3.9B). 
Although the only seemingly significant change was the decrease in the 
general rate of legitimacy, the factor--age-specific legitimate fertil- 
ity rate--alone did not account for a substantial amount of the change. 
Even though the general rate of illegitimacy changed only slightly, 
both the age-specific illegitimate and legitimate fertility rates to- 
gether brought the values of the illegitimacy ratio and rate in 


Column 6 close to those of Column 3. 


1941-1951 (Columns 5, 7 and 8 in Tables 3.9A and 3.9B). 
Very noticeable was the large reduction in the overall proportion sin- 
gle in the childbearing ages. However, standardizing for the proportion 
of total unmarried females at age "x" for 1941 indicated that this was 
not the solitary contributor, Ultimately, the proportion of total 
unmarried females at age "x" combined with the age-specific illegitimate 


and legitimate rates to account for the observed changes over this 


pericd. 
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1951-1961 (Columns 7, 9 and 10 in Tables 3.9A and 3.9B). 
From the marked reduction of the overall proportion single in the 
childbearing ages between 1951 and 1961, one would have predicted 
that the proportion of total unmarried females at age "x" would have 
been an important determinant. On the contrary, none of the factors 
expected to account for the changes adequately pictured the changes. 
Quite surprisingly, the age-specific illegitimate fertility rate was 
the most prominent factor, Once more, the "dual" effect of a change 
in the proportion of total unmarried females at age "x" on the illegit- 
imacy ratio is evident. The illegitimacy ratio is deceptive in this 


instance. 


1961-1966 (Columns 9, 11 and 12 in Tables 3.9A and 3.9B). 
The period 1961-66 marked the reappearance of a familiar pattern: 
Similar values for the overall proportion single in the childbearing 
ages; an increase in the general rate of Piieeiewecy: and a decrease 
in the general rate of legitimacy. The observed changes mirror shifts 


in both the age-specific illegitimate and legitimate fertility rates. 


3.8 Substantive Analysis of Select Demographic Components? 


Quebec. 


The following sub-sections examine the relationship among three 


demographic components for Quebec. 


1931-1941 (Columns 2, 3 and 4 in Tables 3.10A and 3.10B). 
With no substantial change in the overall proportion single in the 


childbearing ages, a slight decrease in the general rate of legitimacy, 
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and a slight increase in the general rate of illegitimacy, standardiza- 
tion (Column 4) revealed that changes in the age-specific illegitimate 


and legitimate fertility rates accounted for the observed changes. 


1941-1951 (Columns 3, 5 and 6 in Tables 3,10A and 3.10B). 
Confronted with a substantial decrease in the overall proportion sin- 
gle in the childbearing ages, a definite increase in the general rate 
of legitimacy, and a slight increase in the general rate of illegiti- 
macy, One would suspect that the two most significant factors would be 
the proportion of total unmarried females at age "x" and the age- 
specific legitimate fertility rate. But standardization showed that 
the age-specific illegitimate fertility rate alone was the prime deter- 


minant. 


1951-1961 (Columns 5, 7 and 8 in Tables 3.10A and 3.10B). 
A substantial reduction in the overall proportion single in the child- 
bearing ages, combined with a slight increase in the general rate of 
illegitimacy and a slight decrease in the general rate of legitimacy 
would tend to make one presuppose that the proportion of total unmar- 
ried females at age "x" (q,,) was the major element. However, it was 
demonstrated that q, in conjunction with the age-specific illegitimate 


and legitimate fertility rates accounted for the observed changes. 


1961-1966 (Columns 7, 9 and 10 in Tables 3,10A and 3,108). 
With little alteration in the overall proportion single in the child- 
bearing ages, but moderate change in the general rates of illegitimate 
and decal timate fertility, standardization for the age-specific illegit- 


imate and legitimate rates in 1961 (Column 10) confirmed that these 
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63 
elements were involved in the observed change in illegitimacy. 


3.9 Substantive Analysis of Select Demographic Components; 


New Brunswick. 


The following sub-sections examine the relationship among three 


demographic components for New Brunswick. 


1921-1931 roomate 2, 3 and 4 in Tables 3.11A and 3.11B). 
A familiar pattern emerges: similar values for the overall proportion 
Single in the childbearing ages; a slight increase in the general rate 
of illegitimacy; and a decrease in the general rate of legitimacy. 
The prime detexminants turn out to be the age-specific illegitimate and 


legitimate fertility rates. 


1931-1941 (Columns 3, 5 and 6 in Tables 3.11A and 3.11B). 
With similar overall proportions single in the childbearing ages and 
general rates of illegitimacy, the decrease in the general rate of 
legitimacy appears to be solely significant. Standardizing for the 
age-specific legitimate fertility rate in 1941 (Column 6) substantiates 


this notion. 


1941-1951 (Columns 5, 7 and 8 in Tables 3.11A and 3.11B). 
The values of the general rate of legitimacy remained approximately 
constant. However, there was a marked decrease in the proportion of 
total unmarried females at age "x" and an increase in the age-specific 
illegitimate fertility rate. Standardizations revealed that the de- 
crease in the proportion of unmarried women plus the increase in the 


age-specific illegitimacy rates operated to produce the overall effect 
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66 
an increase in observed illegitimacy, 


1951-1961 (Columns 7, 9 and 10 in Tables 3.11A and 3.11B). 
The only significant change was a decrease in the value of the general 


rate of illegitimacy between 1951 and 1961. 


1961-1966 (Columns 9, 11 and 12 in Tables 3,11A and 3.11B). 
With a discernible decrease in the general rate of illegitimacy, the 
suspect factor was the age-specific legitimate fertility rate. Stand- 


ardization confirmed this suspicion. 


ems ser nn a tee ec RR ce a RF ee a Se am me 


Prince Edward Island (P.E.I.). 


The following sub-sections examine the relationship among three 


demographic components for Prince Edward Island. 


1921-1931 (Columns 2, 3 and 4 in Tables 3.12A and 3.12B). 
The overall proportion single in the childbearing ages remained about 
the same between 1921 and 1931. With the increase in the general rate 
of illegitimacy and the decrease in the general rate of legitimacy, the 
factors--age-specific illegitimate and legitimate fertility rates-- 
would be the first to be scrutinized. Standardizations for these two 


factors in 1921 confirmed that significant changes occurred in both 


factors. 


1931-1941 (Columns 3, 5 and 6 in Tables 3.12A and 3.12B). 
Once again, the overall proportion single in the childbearing ages 


changed only slightly between 1931-41. There was an increase in the 
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general rate of illegitimacy, and a decrease in the general rate of 
legitimacy. Standardizing for the age-specific illegitimate and legit- 
imate fertility rates in 1931 confirmed the suspicion that the 
age-specific illegitimate and legitimate fertility rates were involved 


in the observed changes of the illegitimacy ratio and rate, 


1941-1951 (Columns 3, / and 8 in Tables 3.12A and 3.12B). 
With the substantial reduction in the value of the overall proportion 
Single in the childbearing ages, it would appear that change in the 
proportion of unmarried females was the factor creating change. How- 
ever, standardization on this factor alone was insufficient to bring 
the values of the illegitimacy ratios and rates (Columns 5 and 8) very 
close to one another. Subsequent standardizations confirmed that the 
age-specific illegitimate and legitimate fertility rates were also 
contributing elements, so that all three factors were involved in the 


observed changes. 


1951-1961 (Columns 7, 9 and 10 in Tables 3.12A and 3.12B). 
The only apparent change was in the increase in the general rate of 
legitimacy. Standardizing for the age-specific legitimate fertility 
rate in 1951 confirmed the suspicion that changes in this factor 


occurred. 


1961-1966 (Columns 9, 11 and 12 in Tables 3.12A and 3.12B). 
As between 1951-61, the only substantive change was in the age-specific 
legitimate fertility rate. The value of the general rate of legitimacy 
decreased over the five-year period. Standardization (Column 12) con- 


firmed that changes in the age-specific legitimacy rate was involved 
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in the observed changes. 


3.11 Substantive Analysis of Select Demographic Components: 


Nova Scotia. 


The following sub-sections examine the relationship among three 


demographic components for Nova Scotia, 


rt er nt eR EER RN AE 


With no large change in the overall proportion single in the childbear- 
ing ages; an increase in the general rate of illegitimacy; and a 
decrease in the generai rate of legitimacy, standardization on the 
age-specific illegitimate and legitimate fertility rates (Column 4) 


confirmed that observed changes were due to changes in these factors. 


1931-1941 (Columns 3, 5 and 6 in Tables 3.13A and 3.13B). 
As in 1921-31, the age-specific illegitimate and legitimate fertility 


rates were major contributors to the cbserved change. 


1941-1951 (Columns 5, 7 and 8 in Tables RYT 3Av andi3..138).) 
Changes were observed in all three factors: the overall proportion 
single in the childbearing ages decreased; the general rate of ille- 
gitimacy increased; and the general rate of legitimacy increased. 
Standardizations confirmed that all three factors were important 


contributors to the observed change. 


1951-1961 (Columns 7, 9 and 10 in Tables 3,13A and 3.13B). 
The decade 1951-61 remained consistent with the pattern established in 


1941-51. Changes occurred in all three factors (q,5 i, and jx). 
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1961-1966 (Columns 9, 11 and 12 in Tables 3.13A and 3.13B). 
Although the overall proportion single in one childbearing ages changed 
slightly, standardizations for this factor alone, or in combination 
with the age-specific illegitimate and legitimate fertility rates was 
not informative. As in earlier decades, that is, 1921-31 and 1931-41, 
the general rate of illegitimacy and the general rate of legitimacy fol- 
lowed a parallel pattern with an increase and decrease, respectively. 
Standardizing for the age-specific illegitimate and legitimate fertil- 
ity rates for 1961 supported the contention that changes in the 


age-specific illegitimate and legitimate fertility rates were important, 


3.12 Similarities and Variations in the Selected Demographic 


Components for Canada and the Provinces, 


The following sub-sections examine the relationship: among three 


demographic components for Canada and the Provinces. 


1921-1931, Over the ten-year period, Canadian illegiti- 
macy showed an increase which was attributed primarily to changes in 
the age-specific illegitimate fertility rate and a decrease in the age- 
specific legitimate fertility rate. Regardless of the changes in the 
magnitude or direction of the age-specific groups, the overall change 
was reflected through these two factors, With the exception of Alberta 
and Quebec, for which data were not available for 1921, all the provinces 
demonstrated changes in both the aforementioned factors. Apart from 
Manitoba, all provinces showed an increase in the general rate of ille- 
gitimacy and a decrease in the general rate of legitimacy. In general, 


the chanee in Canadian illegitimacy reflected an overall increase in 
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the probability of giving birth to an illegitimate child by a female 
in the childbearing ages, given the age and marital distribution of 


the 1921-31 decade. 


1931-1941, The period 1931-41 parallels the Canadian pic- 
ture for 1921-31, with the age-specific illegitimate and legitimate 
fertility rates (i, and j,, respectively) appearing as the most sig- 
nificant factors. The values of the general rate of illegitimacy 
increased, while the general rate of legitimacy decreased. Several 
provinces revealed the same overall trend of the two factors els and 
j,) being the significant elements; however, the mechanisms by which 
these provinces (including B.C., Manitoba, Ontario, Quebec, Poel saad 
Nova Scotia) reached the 1941 values were quite varied. The most appar- 
ent difference from the 1921-31 pattern was that Alberta, Saskatchewan, 
and New Brunswick exhibited only che age-specific legitimate fertility 
rate as the more important factor of change. The age-specific illegit- 
imate fertility rates did not contribute in any substantial manner; 


hence it was discounted from the analysis. 


1941-1951. During this era, the changes in the proportion 
of total unmarried females at age "x'' accounted for a substantial part 
of the observed changes in Canadian illegitimacy as a whole, and in 
seven of the nine provinces investigated. Standardization techniques 
suggested that the proportion of total unmarried females at age "x," 
the age-specific illegitimate fertility rate and the age-specific 
lecitimate fertility rate combined to produce the observed changes. 


All three factors were found to be operative for Manitoba, Ontario, 
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P.E,1., Nova Scotia, and Canada as a whole. In British Columbia, 
Saskatchewan, and New Brunswick, the two factors operative were the 
proportion of unmarried females at age "x" and the age-specific ille- 
gitimate fertility rate. Contrary to expectations, Alberta and Quebec 
revealed no significant variation in the proportion of total unmarried 
females. In Aiberta, the overall proportion single in the childbearing 
ages did rate alter appreciably over this decade; consequently, the 
trend remained similar to 1921-41 period where the age-specific ille- 
gitimate and legitimate fertility rates were factors of change. 
Somewhat surprising was the "deviant" pattern axtniebe by Quebec. 
There was a decrease in the overall proportion single in the child- 
bearing ages, and an increase in the general rate of legitimacy in 
Quebec between 1941-51; and yet the most important change happened to 
be the slight increase in the general rate of illegitimacy. The age- 
specific illegitimate fertility rate became the primary contributing 


element. 


1951-1961, Like 1941-51, all three factors--the proportion 
of total unmarried females, and the age-specific illegitimate and legit- 
imate fertility vates--played a part in the observed changes in Canadian 
illegitimacy. As opposed to the 1941-51 picture, all three factors con- 
tributed to the change on a more equal basis. Although changes in the 
proportion of total unmarried females at age "x" continued to exert a 
major emphasis on the changes, this factor as a whole was less outstand- 
ing than in 1941-51. erbeopredrhebs (Alberta, Saskatchewan, Manitoba, 
Quebec, and Nova Scotia) disclosed patterns in which all three elements 


4 : yt a 4 
were important. But what was particularly obvious was that the 
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proportion of total unmarried females (q,) played its part in account- 
ing for the observed changes in Quebec and Alberta. Recall that qx 
was not operative in these two provinces during 1941-51. Somehow 

qx, was "destined" to have an impact on all provinces at one time or 
another. Another interesting feature was that the qx and i, combina- 
tion did not occur between 1951-61, whereas this combination was 
Significant between 1941-51, Three provinces (B.C., Ontario, and 

New Brunswick) showed the age-specific illegitimate fertility rate 
Gigs) alone to be the significant demographic component. However, the 
route by which the overall proportion single in the childbearing ages, 
the general rate of illegitimacy, and the general rate of legitimacy 
changed, was quite varied. Prince Edward Island stood alone during 
this decade with the age-specific legitimate fertility rat@he ing the 
solitary significant component. That is, neither the overall proportion 
single in the childbearing ages nor the general rate of illegitimacy 


showed marked variation for P.E.I. between 1951-61. 


1961-1966. Change in the proportion of total unmarried 
females at age "x" ceased to be significant over the five-year span, 
1961-66. The observed changes in Canadian illegitimacy at both the 
national and provincial levels (with P.E.I. the exception) regressed 
to the 1921-31 pattern where the age-specific illegitimate and legit- 
imate fertility rates were the major contributors. In some instances 
the overall proportion single in the childbearing ages did change, but 
the change in the proportion of total unmarried females at age "x" 


was demonstrated to be insignificant relative to changes in the age-~- 


specific illegitimate and legitimate fertility rates. Prince Edward 
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Island adhered to the unique pattern that it established in 1951-61, 
with the age-specific legitimate fertility rate alone being the prime 


component. 
3.13 Summary and Integrative Findings. 


But what does all of this suggest with respect to current and 
historical patterns of Canadian illegitimacy? The analysis of Canadian 
illegitimacy suggests the inherent danger in simply describing trends 
from Tables 3.2 and 3.3. To reiterate, an in-depth analysis is a 
necessary prerequisite to the description of "genuine" patterns. 
Changes in Canadian illegitimacy between 1921-31 and 1931-41 reflected 
increases in the age-specific illegitimate fertility rate coupled with 
decreases in the age-specific legitimate fertility rate. The 1941-51 
decade mirrored the significance of variations in the proportion of 
total unmarried females at age "x." This factor in combination with 
the age-specific illegitimate and legitimate fertility rates were the 
outstanding factors in the observed changes during this period, 
Between 1951 and 1961, the proportion of total unmarried females at 
age "x" remained an important element but much less so than during 
1941-51, As in earlier periods, the age-specific illegitimate and 
legitimate fertility rates contributed in some manner. But probably 
the most noteworthy pattern emerges only after an investigation of the 
quinguennial period from 1961-1966. At this time, the proportion of 
total unmarried females at age "x" ceased being a significant compo- 
nent and a retrogressive pattern re-emerges--the age-specific 
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illegitimate and legitimate fertility rates become the prime elements. 
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foving from the national to provincial levels, a considerable degree 
of fluctuation and variation from and around the national patterns was 
observed. Some of the more interesting patterns were as follows: 

(1) Between 1931-41, most provinces demonstrated change in both the 
age-specific illegitimate and legitimate fertility rates. The three 
exceptionsincluded Alberta, Saskatchewan, and New Brunswick, for which 
the age-specific legitimate fertility rate alone was the prime factor; 
(2) During 1941-51, the general tendency was for change in all three 
factors--the proportion of total unmarried females at age "x," the age- 
specific illegitimate fertility rate and the age-specific legitimate 
fertility rate. British Columbia, Saskatchewan, and New Brunswick 
Boadvedd from the pattern, revealing important changes in the proportion 
of total unmarried females at age "x" and in the age-specific illegit~ 
imate fertility rate. However, the most "radical" departure was 
exhibited by Alberta and Quebec for which the proportion of total un- 
married females at age "x" did not intervene as an important element; 
(3) | From 1951-61, the proportion of total unmarried females at age 
"x" declined in importance; but this factor was revealed to be signif- 
icant in Alberta and Quebec. Prince Edward Island accepted the most 
"deviant" position with the age-specific legitimate fertility rate 
alone accounting for the primary changes; 

(4) and finally, the period 1961-66 emerged as a significant period 
with the 1921-41 pattern re-emerging. That is, the age-specific ille- 
gitimate and legitimate fertility rates became important and the factor, 
the proportion of total unmarried females at age "x," was eliminated 


from contention. Prince Edward Island stood alone, as it did between 
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1951 and 1961. Although the overall changes between 1961-66 were 
centered around variations in the age-specific illegitimate and legit- 
imate fertility rates, wide fluctuations in the combination of changes 
in the overall proportion single in the childbearing ages, the general 
rate of illegitimacy, and the general rate of legitimacy which ulti- 
mately accounted for the changes in the age-specific illegitimate and 
legitimate fertility rates, were evident. 

This discussion has centered on overall, or general, levels of 
variation in the factors f,, q,, i, and j,. Some question could be 
raised as to the contribution of particular five-year age groups of 
women. Often the argument is raised that young, unwed females are 
predominantly responsible for increased illegitimacy. Henripin (1968) 
has already dealt with this fallacious notion? 

- « « It is beyond all question that illegitimate fertil- 
ity has increased greatly since 1921 and especially since 
1941, It has doubled or tripled for all the age groups 
between 1941 and 1961, except beyond 40 years. It is for 
the age groups 25-29 that the increase is the greatest: 
339%.[. . .] Next, in decreasing order are the age groups 
30-34, 35-39, 40-44, 20-24 and Finally 15-19. . . (Henripin, 
1968:333, cf. Table 11.7, 333, translation). 


Obviously, increased illegitimacy cannot simply be explained as the 


"doing" of young, unwed females. 
3.14 Some Comments on Ethnicity and Illegitimacy. 


Statistics for illegitimate births according to ethnic origin of 
mother are available up to and including 1951. In 1952, the Dominion 
Bureau of Statistics (Ottawa) abandoned classifying illegitimate births 
according to this characteristic. Henripin (1968:335) has suggested 
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several serious obstacles against the significance of this character- 
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istic with respect to cross-classification by illegitimacy; and further- 
more, he has proposed that the ethnicity component be replaced by 
another characteristic such as maternal language. However, this inves- 
tigation will briefly outline the illegitimacy-ethnicity relationship in 
order to guard against the accusation that all or most of the changes in 
illegitimacy were associated with one (or a few) ethnic groups and are 
Piererore insufficient for the totality of the Canadian society. Never- 
theless, this inquiry is well aware of the dubious nature of this 
relationship. The reader is advised to remain aware of the more marked 
limitations: (1) Henripin (1968:335-337) points out that there were 
very high proportions of unknowns in 1931, 1941, and 1951 (14.5580 .4; 
and 3.2 percent, respectively); (2) It is not certain that women have 
declared their ethnic origins in the same way in the census as when they 
declared the birth of their child; (3) Data by age groups of mothers 
cross-Classified by illegitimacy and ethnicity is not available; and 

(4) After 1951, no data relating ethnicity and illegitimacy is obtain- 
able. Hence, no trends for 1951-61 and 1961-66 are available. 

Given the limitations of such a discussion, Table 3.14 expresses 
the proportion of illegitimate births according to selected ethnic 
origins of mothers. No attempt was made to calculate illegitimacy 
rates for women in selected ethnic Deanna From Table 3.14, one sees 
that for most ethnic groups (exceptions of French and Indian) no sub- 
stantial changes in proportion contributed by a given ethnic group 
toward illegitimacy occurred in 1931-51. Since the variations tend 
to be more regional, Table 3.15 summarizes the direction (not the 
exact magnitude) of provincial variations in the contribution of 


selected ethnic groups toward illegitimacy. 
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TABLE 3.14 


ACCORDING TO SELECTED ETHNIC ORIGINS OF MOTHERS, 
CANADA AND PROVINCES, 1931, 1941 AND 19514 


PROPORTION ILLEGITIMATE OF TOTAL ILLEGITIMATE LIVE BIRTHS 


a8) oOo © 
CG Cy ce) 
ond 8 3, a IAL a 
U4 ot 
ved 
.e] 
wy 
Oo oO 
aK 
S Ore 
can] © Cw e 
4 NOOO 
o 
padi 
+] 
a4 
= 
ao oh a a) 
19) e#eye 
| A OO 
wd 
9 
Ra 
Yu f~ow 
Pao o e@ @ 
rt ort Ext he Te 
kis GC 
Vl 
Lola Hi 
22 
Q 
aa 
a OOo r 
Qa real er ee 
° a ION 
ced) 
4 © 
ord 
“4 
& be on wy 
ce. 9) oer e 
cS) i} ata 
fx Y N ed 
hs 
fzy 
Ax co 
VW) * © 
om’ Cal VeCs 
4J aA OIN 
43 
Oo 
O 
YY 


9.7 


C 

ta 
Da 
ns 
: “ 
i 3 
E 3 

° 

% aad 
os re gas s 
@ oy ff Pp 
ha ov dA 
«it co WO Mm Ga 


Lies 
46.8 
0.0 
5.3 
0.0 
0.0 
0.0 
Lio 
26 
0.1 
0.0 
0.3 


0.0 
0.1 
9.6 
0.0 
0.0 
726 


10.8 
a9 


Os 
oak 
6 


Lovee 


0.0 
0.4 
doo 
4.7 
ee 
0.0 
0.2 
0.0 
4.6 
3.7 
an 
Zen 


1.4 
9.9 
7.5 
15.7 
16.3 
6.4 
3.1 
1.4 
0.7 
4.7 
L722 
14.8 
16.8 
20.8 


0.0 
14.4 
9.8 
sock 
3.0 
0.0 
1.4 
0.2 
0.1 
so gag 
10.8 
8.9 
4.2 


oo) o. 
13.4 
7.8 
3.5 
29.4 
ZO5 i 
13.4 
3472 
72.0 
6.8 
5.5 


% 
eo 


16.7 
i.0 


en 
tives 
11 
9.8 
ZLee 
20.4 
1156 
12.6 
Pte 
9.4 
10.3 
L2a1 


le 
1323 

7.8 

8.8 
10.8 
Miege 
21.9 
12.1 
1237 
10.4 
10.0 
10.0 


Gel 
By 
16.9 
18.0 
20.6 
345 G 
23.0 
20.8 
36 ot 
36.6 
S360 

19 

EPO. 
BF Pe. 
27.9 


J 
. 


3 


Scotia 
a 


New Br. 


Quebec 
nue 


Quebec 
Ontario 


~~ 


» 
« 
. 


oC 


t 


Manitoba 
Nova 


Sask. 
Manitoba 


Ontario 
Sask. 


Alberta 
BiG. 
1941 
Canada 
Pek. Le 
Alberta 
cont 


> 


New B 


. 


ag 


rer: 


fe ve 
are mevd 


®.%© 
. 


a A OE ty 


* 
4 
wih E 


el Ad 


*.) 
° 


= -“ 


* 2° 


ee a’ ry a 


= 


fm 


} 


~~ FO Oy oS axe 


a a 


ees (_ 


# eVa 

“ t2 -~ 
S @ 4 oe 

T » % 

‘ionm- 

PP as : 
ee | 


We 
"9 
O04. + 


ren 
_— 
ee al 
eats 
, -_ 
-~« We 
oe | an 
Pawst \4 
i* 
4 ew 4 ~— 
>" 7 
bg 42d Y 
EE Sg 


‘ 


<a 


82 


*6EI-7z1 dd SHE aTqey Sencé1 S*sta°a S101-sg edd 
‘oe P1GEL SeyHG1 S°seara S6s8-9L “dd S77 BIGeL ‘ECS SS*H°d Worl pauteqqo vqeq *paje{NotTeg ssaoAnos 


“OIQETIVAG JOU ST eAep sours SuoyNX |auQ pue *‘SaTAORIAZaL Asam YRAON * pueTpuNojHsN BUTPNT OX 


*szoqunu [Tous 
02 SNP paz{TwWo oA9M SUTSIZO OTUYRIe ASYyZO BOUTS YCO1 OF SATATppe You sre S{eVjoR MOT ALYRZ SR0Np 


inv O°Y T*2 LEC 9°97 7°9 scl 0°OT 7 Oc rota 
0°O yeas ‘det’ 1°8zd |b Se SG S°OT ead 9°CT eqzoqly 
0°O L°S c*T Gate Olid 6°38 bok €°8 S*OT "HSeS 
vege L°3 wT. 9°72 hae owt T°Ot Z°8 LT Boj TUL 
; 0 7°C oF I CeZ 6°¢ C°vt 9°CT 8°ol 7° CL OTZERUO 
O°?I 1°90 €°O 6°0 Peas, O°7L oa O°¢ ¢°9 Daqenh 
€.0 0°O cu Seay 9°0 O°Sse 6° OT ea Ecc "ag Mon 
0°O 0°O Sah). 9°T 7°? 9°ET 9° LT ttt 9°SE BEAOOS PAON 
0°O 0°O . 0°O Maat 0°O [°ST 6° TE oS] tat rite a 
Re ge 2 nee et 8°e 8°82 ¢°6 9°6 9°0O¢ epeued 
POTPPOSeGS UeTUPAAH YSTTOd uUetpuy ueuzap = Youary YSE3I0O9NS = US FAT YSt {sug 1S6T 
20N SATIEN 
ZsujoN Fo AQTOTUYyIAG gtBeA ple eoay 


eiS6I GNV 1761 ‘1€61 SSHONIAOUd ANY VYAYNVD 
*“SYAHLON JO SNIDIYO DINHIA GALIATIS OL DNIGUODDV 
SHLYIG ZAIT ALYNILIOATII TVLOL JO BLYNILIDATII NOIINOdOUd 


: penutyuos 


oe 


a . 
= ts . 
ve a | aa | 
Ms ‘ © 
oS. c Lie H 
y . a 
ee ’ Cy | 
t ly ' 
% SS '' r 
' ip te J 
i Co ba 
4 hg a 
Ss § or 


re 1 > Teh raat bates 
Hire. te a eS re ee 


vy 


c saree . SOT. 


ty 4 OD at OS at o& 
5¢6 # é * * . 
ry 


%. . 
ts per He she wor 


i 
P : 272. 
— 
el ee 
¢ 


é a | 4a 7 ! 
eC cus ib PS > on it ee a 
"I . ; a | .'. € 
‘ : : ee. hem 9 eo as 
site th \ vi A ao *, UO 
ae bi Pee 
oF ot , : ) 
qe : 
t | 
* Oo - ; 
A bel Sy 5 
e her | + / 1\ 4) 
fu oc Pe FEA ee oe a 
"> ) > A > 
tes OS w Nt - dy! weer 
9 ay a 4 ) ~ 
a oO t S> 
, ; b ie 
“Y ; at ° 
ae + — eer 
: Fea ty oy a 
tt + {J 
8 & & 
- D “a J 
i ae pe! 
t a 4 < 
d 


T3ES7 


wv 


‘bbe 28-101 ° 
: ou 


= 


g¢ 


83 


: penurquos 


(=) ai) a 7 i=) 2D (+) (+) oN CB IS-TV6T 
+ = : (+) (=) SDEN (+) cle Vy C=) T7- TE61 
YSTTOd 
+ ou + + + (+) (+) (+) 2 * 1S" 1761 
+ + + + (+) (+) POON (+) + ~ Iv-1€6l 
uetpuy 
DATIEN 
(+) (+) (+) (a) (+) (+) (+) (+) °O°N (+) 1S" 1761 
* (-) “d z (-) é-) (+) Gz) 2° N id T7161 
UuUBWADS 
(+) = Ce, + - + (+) (+) = poy IS"1761 
+ (+) + te * + o) (+) + + 17-T€61 
youszg 
(+) (+) % (+) °O-N (+) >) ; + es 1S-1761 
= Ge {x} " - "O°N (+) (+) - (=) 17-161 
UST3I09S 
nOEN ve s (+) (+) Ss, (+) oo) 3 Ca) IS" 1761 
ey + + (+) (+) (+) (+) + + * Iv-1€61 
USTA] 
= = = = = + - = * = IS" 1761 
; =) = (+) x ¥ . 17- 1€61% 
yst[ sug 
oy °PIlV *4ySeS “UR °3uU0 "ond °1Ag °S°N 2st 2 eee ere gutstig 
fAON ‘OFUYIT 


epIS-1761 ONV I7-IC6T 
SHONTAOUd GNY VYOYNVO 
*SYAHLON JO SNIOLYO JINHLY GaLOATES 
OL ONIGUHOODV SHIMIG GAIT ALVNILIOSTII TVLOL 
10 ALYAILIOSTTI NOILYOdOUd AHL NI YONVHD AO NOILOINIG 


GI°€ AVL 


. | ane go ts ee) 
i_- _ j - ~ Ls BE Ste ee oo Se pe ee ee ~ 6 
SP ee p ‘ Y 4 


84 


°STIOO UT 
Sroqunu aAntosqe Tews YIM swetqorid Jo asneoeq pasn sdnoxz3 ofuyze [Te Jou SH{°¢E oTQGeyZ UT S¥q 


*eBRep OU XO SdBsuBeyod OU = °*49°N 


*asueyo 
jutod eS8equoozed suo ueu3 SS8T TO 03 Tenbo ‘esevaioop AO sseaTDUT AYZITS = ( ) 
*aseotoep qutod osSeajusa0xed = - 
‘SSeaLOUT 4UTOd eSeqUdoAed = + :sToquds 


"71°C STL wWory peatzeaqe 


+ > 3 (+) <) (-) raha is fa a 1S-1761 
(+) (+) = , + (+) (+) SON “aN (+) 17- 1€61 
ueTURPAN 
en a ee ee ee ee Se eee 
eke *BILY *3SeS "ue °4u0 -and Be fe “S°N a eI eppeuey) quistzo 
AON DTUYIA_ 


aT LN LL LO CE seen 
a 


elS~T761 GNV IV-TE6T 
HONTAOUd ONY VAVYNYVSD 
“SYAHLON JO SNIDINO SINHI Ga Log las 
OL ONIGYODDV SHINIG AAIT ALVWILIOSTII TyLoL 
JO ALWAILIOUTII NOILYOdOUd FHL NI SONVHD JO NOTLOAYIG 


:ponuTq4uos 


ber 


at 


: A : pe = ie 


> & 7 = ’ 
Kot ao £ = “ “as 7 ” lions _ 


Or Te 
5 aN be - . ¥ 


he yt a et ee 


sn ae g9%eq 200 gto gad’ aegi x0 oF Igups “Saeszye! 
7 a a 7 uf aA . ra 
a oe A. 3882 


8358 in 14, apt anes on! ae 


— 


4 
saul o2d8 tieee 31 J shetderq ico savcsed BSa2u anTes8 ai Leite tis 30n Ab mo gidal. at 
“ ; a 


"< 


< 


85 


In yather broad terms, it appears that the English ethnic group 
tended to decrease in its contribution to illegitimacy over the entire 
twenty-year span (1931-1951). The only important exceptions were 
Quebec and Prince Edward Island. Changes in the Irish group were gen- 
erally negligible except for Prince Edward Island, Saskatchewan, and 
Alberta which showed an increase between 1931-41, and a decrease for 
1941.51. Most changes in the Scottish ethnic group were negligible; 
however, to characterize the group, the overall tendency was toward a 
decline. The French ethnic group tended to demonstrate the most varied 
provincial changes. Quebec had increases over both ten-year intervals. 
In three provinces--Prince Edward Island, Ontario, and Saskatchewan-- 
French ethnicity contributed increasingly between 1931-41, and then 
decreased between 1941-51, Manitoba illustrated a minor decrease from 
1931-41; and a significant increase between 1941-51, Alberta recorded 
a slight increase over the 1931-41 interval, but a definite decrease 
between 1941-51. Finally, British Columbia showed increases over both 
ten-year intervals, with the latter interval recording only a minor 
change. 

Overall, the German ethnic group tended to exhibit a slight de- 
cline between 1931-41, and a slight increase from 1941-51. For the 
most part, those of Polish and Ukranian descent showed decreasing or 
negligible changes. 

The outstanding changes occur to women of Indian origin. With 
the exception of Prince Edward Island, all provincial variations over 
the twenty-year span (1931-51) revealed increases for those of Indian 


ethnicity. But especially noteworthy is that for all Western provinces, 
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women of the Indian ethnic group showed marked increases (that is, 
over a one percentage point increase; see Table 3.15 notes). Two 
tentative possibilities immediately arise. First, Indian women are 
especially vulnerable to sexual "exploitation" ending in illegitimate 
childbearing. Second, Indian women are probably caught in a group 
which is increasingly subject to improved reporting. That is, Indian 
women tend to readily come into contact with the type of services and 
facilities supplied to the unwed female and/or mother. Consequently, 
the percentage of such women in the reporting statistics on illegitie. 
macy tends to be more representative of the actual numbers. Women in 
other ethnic groups tend to be under-estimated in the reporting statis- 
tics. The result tends toward the selective bias that Indian women 
are extensively responsible for increases in illegitimate childbearing. 
This is not the case, and probably, Native Indian women contribute 
little more than women of other ethnic groups to the total increases 


in Canadian illegitimacy. 
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CHAPTER 4 


CROSS-CULTURAL VARIATIONS IN ILLEGITIMACYs: 


PRINCIPLES AND FACTS 
0g I Quasi-universals: The Principle of Legitimacy. 


The evolution of new disciplines within the social sciences 
forced the early pioneers to abandon the search for "universal" or 
"invariant" points of reference. Inquiries concentrated on the con- 
crete and specific. Consequently, the search for absolute universals 
was replaced by the search for almost-universals, or quasi-universals,. 
In part, the struggle to gain recognition made it difficult for the 
new disciplines to maintain a world-wide perspective: 

» e - The very success of the new sciences discouraged 
eross-cultural and cross-national generalization. The 
disciplines gained in methodological precision but in 
this process lost sight of the original aim: the develop- 


ment of systematic knowledge of the world's societies 
through comparisons (Rokkan, 1966:4). 


Nevertheless, one of the early messages from anthropology was recogni- 
tion of the variability of human behavior, "Human nature" is very 


much the product of culture, and hence is subject to cross-cultural 


variability (Stephens, 1963:400). Being plastic, human nature may be 


molded by culture into a variety of psychic forms, shapes, and sizes. 

And yet, as malleable as human nature is, in many of its details it is 

surprisingly constant. One consistent tendency in human nature, or at 
g , 


: ‘ ; i t < 3 are expected to be 
least quasi-universal, is the notion that mothers are expect 
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married (Stephens,1963:401). Building upon this quasi-universal, 
Malinowski conceived of the following generalization as a sociologi- 
cal law which was entitled the "principle of legitimacy": 
- « « Among the conditions which define conception asa 
sociologically legitimate fact there is one of fundamental 
importance. The most important moral and legal rule con- 
cerning the physiological side of kinship is that no child 
should be brought into the world without a man--and one 
man at that--assuming the role of sociological father, 
that is, guardian and protector, the male link between the 
child and the rest of the community (Malinowski, 1962:63). 
Malinowski allowed for variations in the form which the principle of 
legitimacy assumed. These variations depended on the laxity or strin- 
gency accorded prenuptial intercourse, the value set upon virginity or 
the contempt for it, the ideas held by the nations as to the mechanism 
of procreation, and above all, on whether the child is viewed as a 
burden or an asset (Malinowski, 1962:63). He believed that an under- 
standing of the nature and importance of legitimacy would be gained by 
discussing two intertwined aspects of procreation--the biological and 
the cultural. Since sexual intercourse does not always result in con- 
ception, and since pregnancy can be terminated by abortion, the moral, 
customary and legal rules of most societies intercede. The result is 
the dissociation of the two aspects of procreation--sex and parenthood, 
or the biological and the cultural. 

Generally, freedom of intercourse (though not universal) is quite 
prevalent in human societies. But freedom of conception outside mar- 
riage is seldom allowed, or at least under very exceptional 
circumstances. Although a child may be conceived out of wedlock, most 


societies have evolved mechanisms by which legitimation may take place. 


That is, liberty of parenthood is not equal to liberty of sexual 
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intercourse. Thus, from the principle of legitimacy follows a second 
important generalization, namely, that the relations of sexuality to 
parenthood must be studied with reference to the only relevant link-- 
marriage conceived as a contract legitimizing offspring (Malinowski, 
1962364-65). In sum, marriage cannot be defined as the licensing of 


sexual intercourse but rather as the licensing of parenthodd. 
4,2 World Variations in the Level of Illegitimacy. 


The following sub-sections present a general overall view of 


world variations in illegitimacy. 


Selection of Countries for Analysis. Adopting Hartley's 
(1970) suggestions for the indirect standardization of illegitimacy 
ratios, more than one-hundred countries were initially chosen for the 
analysis from the continents of Africa, North and South America, Asia, 
Europe, and Oceania. The first criteria for the selection of countries 
was the availability of sufficient data on births by legitimacy status. 
Data were chosen for select countries for a period, on or close to 


: 5 
1960, as most countries conducted a major census on or Close to this date. 


eon cre eon 


4 rhe first criteria of selection was the availability of data on 
legitimacy status in the United Nations Demographic Yearbook, 1965, 
Table 20. 


Cort examination of the availability of data from several editions 
of the United Nations Demographic Yearbook suggests that the broadest 
selection of countries providing the necessary data to calculate ille- 
gitimacy ratios should be chosen for the year 1960. However, this 
forces the investigator into the acceptance of a time-lag bias of 
roughly ten years, But, in order to minimize problems in data relia- 
bility from improved tabulation, editing, collection and coding over 
time, the period on or close to 1960 was designated as most suitable. 
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Two additional criteria were chosen to further limit the number of 
countries, First, each country was ranked and inserted into one of 
four possible categories as to the reliability of its census and vital 
registration data, Secondly, within each of the four categories, an 
averaged crude birth rate (CBR) for the years 1959, 1960 and 1961 was 
used to determine the extremes in fertility levels for each of the 
Pereinents:. This provided a method of selecting and achieving some 
sort of representation of the variations in the level of legitimate and 
illegitimate fertility between continents and countries within conti- 
nents. 

With this substantial limitation of the number of countries to 
be investigated, the next step was to secure data on the marital status 
of the female population by five-year age groups.° Difficulty was 
encountered in the attempt to match the year for which data on legiti- 
macy status and marital status were available. Previously, data by 
legitimacy status were chosen for 1960; therefore, countries with data 
on the marital status of females for 1960 were extracted first. Then, 
data Bioee to 1960 (e.g., 1959,1961). were supplemented. No data outside 
the range 1959-61 were used in order to minimize problems created by 


improved enumeration techniques over time. Eventually, about forty 


ates Jay Cho (1964) discusses the selection of countries accord~- 
ing to reliability of census and vital registration statistics. 


Tan averaged crude birth rate for a 3-year period was chosen to 
reduce the possibility of unusual fluctuations for a single year. 


SO statistics on the marital status of women in various countries 


were primarily found in the 1962, 1963, and 1968 editions of the United 


Nations Demographic Yearbook. 
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countries remained. 

Indirect standardizations, as outlined by Shirley Hartley (1970), 
were calculated using Canadian legitimate and illegitimate fertility 
rates for 1961, and Jamaican rates for 1960. Objections might be 
raised as to why ratios were calculated when many countries process 
data suitable for calculating rates, No doubt the selection of coun- 
tries with suitable data for rate calculations immediately biases 
cross-cultural investigations. Since less reliable data tend to ori- 
ginate from Asiatic, African and South American nations, researchers 
favor the selection of countries with highly reliable data which tends 


toward an over-selection from Zuropean and North American countries. 


Comparative Analysis of World Variations in Illegitimacy,. 
Column 3 in Table 4.1 depicts the actual illegitimacy ratios for 36 
select countries. Generally, Central and South American countries are 
found highest in the rank ordering.” Asiatic countries bended to exhi- 
bit the lowest illegitimacy ratios, while European countries tended to 
cluster slightly above the Asiatic countries. The African countries 
studied were generally scattered throughout the ordering. One very 
apparent feature was that countries with high levels of illegitimacy 
were clearly separated from countries with low levels of illegitimacy. 
That is, high ranking countries tended to exhibit illegitimacy ratios 
of a magnitude exceeding 25.0, while low ranking countries tended to 


be 5.0 or less. An interesting speculation would be that the movement 


AN country with a rank position of 1 exhibits the highest level 
of illegitimacy as measured by the illegitimacy ratio for the select 
countries investigated. 
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from high to low, or low to high levels of illegitimacy does not require 
stabilization at an intermediate level. Countries tend to exhibit ille- 
gitimacy at the extremes. 

Having standardized the illegitimacy ratios of the 36 selected 
countries according to Canadian ieee tracy rates of 1961, the coun- 
tries were rank ordered from highest to lowest, as before (Column 5 in 
Table 4.1), Farallel to the pattern in Column 3 of Table 4.1, some 
Central and South American countries tended toward the high levels of 
illegitimacy. However, the European countries moved to higher levels, 
relative to their position in Column 3 of Table 4.1. The African na- 
tions clustered at the lower levels of illegitimacy, while the Asian 
and Laidintie Central and South American countries were dispersed, 
Standardizing according to the Jamaican model did not alter the pattern 
appreciably (Column 7 in Table 4.1). The relative positions were 
changed only one or two positions from those in Column 5. Many posi- 
tions did not change. 

The method of data presentation in Table 4.2 permits one to 
observe the effect of both differential illegitimate and legitimate 
fertility rates--across the rows--and differential marital distribu- 
tions for the countries--looking down the columns--at one glance. 

Across the rows, the percentage of all births which would have been 
illegitimate under different fertility Conditions is given under the 
actual fertility conditions of the country in question and then under 
the fertility rates of the two model countries. For example, with the 
actual age and marital structure of the United States in 1960, about 


5 percent of all births occurred out of wedlock. Under Canadian 
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conditions, only 4 percent of all births would have been illegitimate, 
whereas under the Jamaican model about 23 percent of all births would 
have been illegitimate, Relatively speaking, then, the actual illegiti- 
macy ratio for Mexico approximates that produced under Jamaican 
conditions, Generally, the following countries approximate the Jamaican 
conditions: El Salvador, French Guiana, Dominican Republic, Panama, 
Puerto Rico, Guadeloupe, Venezuela, Peru, Seychelles, Angola, and 
Western Samoa, Those countries which exhibit illegitimacy levels paral- 
lel to Canadian conditions include: the United States, Sweden, Portugal, 
West Germany, Hungary, Czechoslovakia, Poland, Finland, Switzerland, 
Norway, Spain, Greece, Central African Republic, Mauritius, United Arab 
Republic, Japan, the Bhi livoines: Israel, Cyprus, Ryukyu Islands, Ameri- 
Can Samoa, and New Zealand, From this, two broad clusterings seem 
apparent: (1) Central and South American countries patterned parallel 
to the Jamaican model; and (2) European, Oceanic, and most African 


countries patterned parallel to Canadian conditions. 


4.3 Societies with High Levels versus Societies with Low Levels 
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of Illegitimacy: The Case of Jamaica versus Canada. 


Jamaican levels of illegitimacy are compared with Canadian levels 


of illegitimacy as examples of countries with high versus low levels of 


illegitimacy, respectively. 


Major Features of Jamaican Illegitimacy. The high levels 
of Jamaican illegitimacy are often traced to the heritage of slavery, 


The transition from slavery to freedom introduced two major changes in 


the Jamaican family system: 
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- e » In the first place it provided a ready means of 
initiating such unions; in place of the indefinite way 

in which such unions were established during slavery 

a legally sanctioned mode of doing so was established. 

The fact that only a fraction of the unions after emanci- 
pation were initiated in this way meant in effect that 

for the first time in the history of the West Indies two 
distinct types of family unions could be distinguished, 
those resting on legal sanction and those not so based. 
Thus legitimacy-illegitimacy became a meaningful dichotomy 
among the Negro elements of the population. In the second 
place, in so far as it was no longer possible to disrupt 

a family union by the sale or removal of one of its members 
as was possible in slavery, the stability of the union, 
regardless of its legal status, rested solely on the atti- 
tude and action of the couple (Roberts, 1957:250). 


The implication is that prevailing patterns of mating in Jamaica are 
long standing, and that their roots are couched in slavery. However, 
it might be possible that. the observed high levels of illegitimacy are 
merely the obverse of low marriage rates. Therefore, an examination of 
select demographic components was undertaken to guard against this possi- 
bility. 

Although the illegitimacy ratio increased only slightly (about 
5 percentage points) in the last 20 years (Table 4,3), there was little 
potential for an increase when births out of wedlock were already as 
high as 71 percent in 1921-25. However, the rate, being limited only 
by the fecundity of the unmarried female population, rose from 114.76 to 
189.53 between 1943 and 1960, an increase of about 65.0 percent (Hartley, 
1969a:126). Generally, between 1921 and 1964, approximately 70.0 percent 
of all live births were illegitimate each year. 

Table 4.4 reflects the stability of the proportions of women in 


each age group throughout the childbearing years 15-44. For the entire 


female population aged 15 to 44, 78.0 percent reported themselves unmar- 


ried in the 1943 census and 75.0 percent reported themselves unmarried 


in the 1960 census (Hartley, 1969a:135), Of course, a high 
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TABLE 4,3 


ILLEGITIMACY RATES AND RATIOS, 
JAMAICA, SELECT YEARS 1921-1964 
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4¥llegitimate live births per 1,000 unmarried women aged 15-44, 
bIllegitimate births as a percentage of all live births. 


Source: Adapted from Hartley, 1969a, Table 3.1, p. 131. 


TABLE 4.4 


PROPORTIONATE DISTRIBUTION OF ALL FEMALES 

IN THE CHILDBEARING YEARS, 15-44, 

AT THE MID-YEAR FOR THE DATES 
SPECIFIED, JAMAICA 
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8April census of 1960. 


Source: Hartley, 1969a, Table 3.2, Pp. 134. 
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proportion of unmarried women must be exposed to the "risk" of child- 
bearing if a high proportion of all births are to be illegitimate. 
However, this does not guarantee high illegitimacy ratios. For in- 
stance, both Jamaica and Japan have a high average age at marriage, 
yet Japan records only 1.0 percent of all births as illegitimate 


(Hartley, 1969a:137). 


Age-Specific Illegitimate and Legitimate Fertility Rates 
for Jamaica. In Table 4.5, the age-specific illegitimate fertility 


rates are shown. 


TABLE 4.5 


AGE-SPECIFIC ILLEGITIMATE FERTILITY RATES, 
JAMAICA, FOR STATED YEARS 
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Source: Adapted from Hartley, 1969a, Table 3.8, p. 150. 


Although the highest illegitimacy rate was found in the 20-24 age group, 
the age group 30-34 changed the most between 1948 and 1957. Additional 
calculations revealed that among births to mothers aged 15-19,098.0eto 


95.0 percent are recorded as illegitimate. For mothers aged 20-24, 
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80.0 percent are illegitimate; while subsequent age categories showed a 
continuous decrease in the proportion of births which are illegitimate 
(Hartley, 1969a:151). But even for the oldest age group, 40-44, almost 
40.0 percent of all births were illegitimate. Many mothers seem to com- 
plete their childbearing period in the unmarried state, 

The increase in age-specific legitimate fertility rates 
(Table 4.6) has softened the impact of increasing illegitimacy rates on 


the ratio. 


TABLE 4.6 


AGE-SPECIFIC LEGITIMATE FERTILITY RATES, 
JAMAICA, FOR THE YEARS STATED _ 


Age group 1943 1948 1953 uOEPyggTE™ OF TIGHTEN 
15-19 sue _SFShes EE i 67 he SHoter7 Te Sbge73 Bia 
20-24 = 383.25 386.57 387.48 nis 
25-29 eee 2615829" 9778560 eh Gle1 a tp 
30-34 _— 181.88 201.06 223.93 _ Ger 
35-39 oS 131.20 140.79 155.56 de 
hO-44 epee 43.61 54.10 57.39 tar. 


ere gOS A LT LT CT A 


15-44 173550 175.41 198.93 202.15 213.60 


Source: Hartley, 1969a, Table 3.11, p. 158. 


While general illegitimate rates were increasing by 65.0 percent, legit- 
imate fertility rates increased by 23.0 percent (Hartley, 1969a:157). 
With a rather small change in the illegitimacy ratio, the substantial 
increase in the illegitimacy rate was initially surprising. Quite sim- 


ply, the changes in the rate are almost wholly accounted for by the 


Changing age-specific illegitimacy rates. 


L 
5) 
- a 
le estsoauthy age tanusoodume vl 
tenittaotit aes dobdw afavid 16 eobeeeg 
@ ‘ . 
* é z ud & a 
K . 1073 O52 sebio as xo? neve: i$ 7 
ag « 
a4 . {\ a wey _ suntstootte wee 
4 - *. + - 
sew borrtsao on3 al solves _antrende ts 
. ont 
-patnx yathis2s) etembotget > oEniasge eae mcm © 
a . 
. at ateehlt yryont 25 s2oqid wa bansstns aad ¢ 
’ = ® al = Wy 
& - his - ‘ae 
. * « be) 
. -- 
. a.e eu * . r 
e2uran YITJOTARS. SPAKE: r MRT IssBOs | 
LZ , s/ ' 4 :: | Ay im 
“5 s a 
_ > ——— ames es << eee aS 
P ae } Tres Pee! J zt 
- — — pale -_ — —— _— or » —S as eng 
J 7 ~ a 7 
«+ ct .4 é ere Cet... _—< 
he ss 
- ri ‘ & | iZ P ; 
_—“a~ £ Se i? f ae ek ha CAat ar a 
4 ~~ F a 7 
., eee -~#t, Dt ge.118 $8. fet sos 
BR ey a J 7 ? aa 
c ~ , ; * , ia a a? - 
~ «oe fe, ess ad. 3Hs ao. Le i a : Aeon 
tw a4 72 
--* o¢,7ei ar AI* or. ici i= 
j ; 
+ a Ww 
see ‘ ce .<t “ “Or Ae 1. CA 
oS, fi €1,S05 £6,201 
es * —_ im © oe rae Oe —- ——— 
ee arsine en ee 5 gt See ee 
—— oe me: ng . a a 
fare lh, «@ Sih: 
2 id ry * : . ; 


ay. 
aS VS 


102 


Socio-cultural Features of Jamaican Society. With this 
basic understanding of the main demographic components, it becomes im- 
portant to gain some insight into the socio-cultural elements. Even 
with increasing urbanization, education, industrialization, and per 
capita income, the pattern of high illegitimacy remains unchanged 
(Hartley, 1969a:172-173). But this refers to overall levels of change. 
Are there substantial variations along class lines? Rodman (1966) 
assumes an vere Cina pasition with respect to Caribbean illegitimacy. 
He views it as a reflection of the "lower-class value stretch." Although 
there is general agreement on the high rates of illegitimacy and non- 
legal unions to be found in Caribbean societies, little agreement exists 
on whether these patterns of behavior are "normative" or "deviant" with 
respect to the value system of the society in question. Blake (1961) 
and Goode (1960) have taken the position that the non-legal marital 
unions and the resulting illegitimate children are deviant patterns of 
behavior, and that marriage and legitimate childbirth are normative. 
Rodman (1959; 1963) takes the position that both Blake and Goode are 
only partially correct. Both marriage and non-legal marital unions are 


normative’ 


. . « The dominant pattern within the lower class can best 
be described as a "lower-class value stretch"~-the norma- 
tive pattern within the lower class has been stretched so 
that, in addition to subscribing to the middle-class ideals 
of marriage and legitimate children, they have also come to 
subscribe to the pattern of non-legal unions and "illegiti- 
mate" children (Rodman, 1966:674). 


This discussion is lengthy, and the point remains that sanctions on 


either the father or mother which might tend toward a reduction of 


illegitimacy are minimal. The Maintenance and Bastardy Laws of Jamaica 


) 
2 iW | eoehoes Dee 
ows 22 ,edaou + obrys 
3 4 2A <a 
nena os Ina 5 to Lac ott odor it eas ag 9 
. bee copie hel esis ot soci tae tango Bi ay 
ha | atone whee va rae wi 7 yh bt tui 9 maze id sn 
-saners 7 > elovel Ui geeve 9 eaten: a hi 9 we, 1 ae 
(A901) mnnibor vase me 9 oy 7. spel aete@r tet ana rede 
igor myodiltss 62 ghoqasy ska, notateed gatvenraatt 


a i 
i; ”* satay Sul ev SR8 f 2-72 161 ant 2p on soy ther e. a me ‘2 F 
an : iOolsge = + of fi | 


on beh voou! Séestlt Jo ex, todd one KO seoncmras iors 


te . 


a y 


a feo nS snes Sivald ,Apade or catia cre bald ae bs ns 


sun vee tage He essa Sati 


Re ws 43 
' 


hei he: ee bee 
wy 


Cid? )° sot smotdeey js stk vi: ian = hate Ve tosaige aver # oe 
SETH Lage! Ace sis dela nobegecy ans ces lie) vas Toe na 


~ 
- 
oe 
< 
~~ 
3 
+ 


” 
- 


Ic eax2Jeq Javiw ab 7% mathhins stngteigabtt’ wa 
= i i 
vito Sin a sidhi b phic a aid digo bre : egntenes 
at eeod bert gad | dod shut dorsineg ih 29 . 


\ J i ees - 
7-2 Tap “ Pepi an oC Wake ae aonbrtsin ll ‘ae on rt is 2 uta 


~ ce  - * . en 
r ” f w * ‘ t 
al 


‘ 


; : 

‘teod. Gag, -eanl i) “ph yo eds raya eect 9A, tma-vitne oh. <e al 
aurea aris -! ps ivgtae 2 BULA RAGRS- gayi” i oe ‘ 
we dbend> lonae cibd BRA aE Ly, {ge ieee - srt iain \s 
‘teh? agnlo-0f bbe Bnd oO Bi tdbisadue a eiae aes AM 
od. oni? oth pvnd wets prtbeede- cay rs dtpvingtss 
~F3isai le baw eng iis katte a9, siete 
| ay sausage 


’ 


tic Breall | Sapte oh ts] ehaeed “ts 


er coihsub o ile ti 


Rese 


103 


do make a man liable for the support of his illegitimate children, but 
the operation of these laws presents so many practical difficulties 
that they are invoked only infrequently (Hartley, 1969a:177). Conse- 
quently, the system of formal and informal rewards and punishments in 
Jamaicatends toward maximization of births out of wedlock. Perhaps 
Rodman has provided the best summary of the complex of factors associ- 
ated with Jamaican illegitimacy by simply saying that the Jamaican 
population is the victim of "vulnerability to environmental circum- 


stances" (Rodman, 1966:682). 


Jamaican versus Canadian Illegitimacy. Probably the most 
striking demographic difference between Canadian and Jamaican illegit- 
imacy was that the proportion of total unmarried females at age "x" 
has never been a highly significant factor in Jamaica. On the contrary, 
between 1941 and 1961, changes in this factor contributed significantly 
to the observed changes in Canadian illegitimacy. Changing levels of 
Jamaican illegitimacy were primarily related to changes in the age- 
specific illegitimate fertility rate. In Canada, the periods 1921-31 
and 1961-66 exhibited changes in both the age-specific illegitimate 
and legitimate fertility rates. Canadian provinces demonstrated wide 
variations in the combinations of the three factors--the proportion of 
total unmarried females at age "x," the age-specific illegitimate fer- 
tility rate, and the age-specific legitimate fertility rate--which were 
associated with changes in illegitimacy but never did the factor, the 
age-specific illegitimacy rate, alone account for significant change. 
Although variations in Jamaican illegitimacy were associated with a 


Single factor, the age-specific illegitimacy rate, the only single 
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demographic factor associated with changes in Canadian illegitimacy, 
the age-specific legitimacy rate, was found operative in the provinces 
of Alberta, Saskatchewan, and New Brunswick between 1931-41, and in 
Prince Edward Ifsland over the period 1951-66. 

It would be ludicrous to leave the reader with the impression 
that demographic factors alone account for observable patterns of be- 
havior. Whatever data are examined on illegitimacy, it is necessary to 
correlate illegitimacy rates with a number of other factors in Western 
cultures that affect attitudes toward illegitimacy--some of these fac- 
tors being of a socio-cultural nature (Goode, 1963:35). Legal controls 
form only a framework for social life. Were it solely a matter of law, 
illegitimacy would constitute no great hardship for bastards and their 
mothers. But it is doubtful that bastards could ever be given complete 
legal equality, or that such equality, if given, would eliminate ille- 
gitimacy (Davis, 1939a:229). Since illegitimacy is a matter of public 
Opinion and attitude, as well as of law, its elimination as a legal con- 
cept would not alter the customary attitudes and sentiments. Probably, 
a great deal of the confused thinking surrounding the notion of illegit- 
imacy is expressed in the following statement: 

Too much of the thinking about illegitimacy, however, 
has been concerned with illicit relations. We must now 
raise the ridiculously obvious question of why illicit 
intercourse sometimes leads to the birth of bastards. 

Since intercourse does not necessarily bring conception, 
or conception bring parturition, illicit sexuality is a 
necessary but not a sufficient cause of the occurrence of 
illegitimacy (Davis, 1939a:221-222). 

Of course, one absolute method of eliminating illegitimacy would be to 


abolish marriage and the family (Davis, 1939a:231). But Malinowski 


(1930 in Roberts, 1966b:25-41) would contend that such a course of 
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action would also abolish society since parenthood is the basis of 
social structure. Consequently, future changes in the reproductive 
institutions of societies with both high and low levels of illegitimacy 
cannot embrace among their aims the absolute abolition of illegitimacy 


but merely alterations in the amount, kind, and circumstances of it. 
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CHAPTER 5 


CONCLUSIONS 
5.1 Summary. 


Recapitulating, the most central aim of this investigation was 
to conduct an holistic and exploratory investigation into the social 
phenomenon of illegitimacy. At most, it was felt that some "descrip- 
tive generalizations” might be generated--that is, generalizations 
stemming from direct observations which are on a low level of abstrac- 
tion since they deal with the phenotype rather than the underlying 
constitution responsible for the appearnaces (Kaplan, 19643114). The 
purpose of this chapter is to synthesize the thesis and to formulate 
avenues for future research. 

Table 5.) presents a summary of the three demographic ccmponents 
examined in Chapter 3. With respect to the demographic components 
examined, it was demonstrated that the age-specific iilesiuimace and 

egitimate fertility rates were major factors associated with the ob- 
served levels of Canadian illegitimacy between 1921 and 1941, Over the 
1941-61 period, the proportion of total unmarried females at age rs 

in conjunction with the age-specific legitimate fertility rate, the age- 
specific illegitimate fertility rate, or both, became an integral part 
of the demographic picture. For the most recent quinquennial period 
1961-66, the age-specific illegitimate and legitimate fertility rates 


were the most significant factors. 
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TABLE 5.1 


SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT DEMOGRAPHIC FACTORS 
ASSOCIATED WITH CHANGES IN ILLEGITIMACY 


Aone Se en: 


De net ne ne mee nce sae a mE RN NN RE Re I A Re 
EE a eer ee ae re Te ee me ne 


Period 
Area 1921-31 1931-41 1941-51 1951-61 1961-66 

Canada XsV sth d sy oz XsVoz ey 
British 

Columbia Xsy Xsy XZ x XsVy 
Alberta | — ----- y XsV XsVsz Xs¥ 
Saskatchewan XY y XsVoZ XYZ Xs 
Manitoba XsV XsY hae Ms Voz Xey 
Ontario Xs Xsy XV oz x Xe 
Quebec = — «--=- XY x Xa Ver Xs¥ 
New 
Brunswick X3y y Zz x y 
Prince Edward 

Island XV Xo XaV¥oZ ef y. 
Nova Scotia X,Y XV XyVoZ KeVoZ Xs 


eRe EE RE 
a ER ES TN, tS TD 


- A ER 
A eS OT FRE AION AE ED ITT AL A AR EO DTT OTS ESL A A 

ss 
een eT me ee a EATS ND AT TS A TIN TT =e. 


x=age-specific illegitimate fertility rate gi significant. 
ysage-specific legitimate fertility rate Sie) significant. 


z=proportion of total unmarried females at age ereCG ey sianiel = 
cant. 


Source: Adapted from discussion in Chapter 36 


Between 1941 and 1951, significant changes occurred in the propor- 
tion of total unmarried females at age "%," From 1951 to 1961, these 
changes were on a more equal basis with the other factors. This paral- 
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boom." A sizeable increase in the birth rate occurred as countries de- 
mobilized after World War II. "The boys" came home and started having 
the families that had been postponed. coneer eee between 1941 and 
1951, the general rate of legitimacy rose substantially while the gen- 
eral rate of illegitimacy rose only slightly,(see Tables 3.4A:-and 3.4B). 
Over the most recent quinquennial period 1961-66, the age-specific ille- 
gitimate and legitimate fertility rates showed marked changes, while 

the proportion of total unmarried females nee "x" ceased being a 
major contributor to the observed changes. The marriage gaps and gains 
résulting from the "baby boom" are quite apparent. 

An examination of general patterns of illegitimacy among countries 
throughout the world led to the suggestion that illegitimacy in the 
"world community" was less of a continuous and more of a discrete phe- 
ho Countries tended to occupy high or low positions with respect 
to their observed levels of illegitimate fertility whereas intermediate 
positions were seldom noticed. Hence, Canada and Jamaica were briefly 
compared as representatives of low and high levels of illegitimate fer- 
tility, respectively. While the demographic components (the proportion 
of total unmarried females at age "x," age-specific illegitimate and 
legitimate fertility rates) were all significant at some point in the 
historical pattern of Canadian illegitimacy, the only significant ele- 
ment associated with Jamaican illegitimacy was the age-specific 
illegitimate fertility rate. This led to a general discussion of some 
socio-cultural elements associated with Jamaican illegitimacy. In 
particular, an attempt was made to reconcile three socio-theoretical 


schools of thought regarding illegitimacy--cultural relativism, 
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cultural absolutism, and cultural relationism, In a subsequent discus- 
sion (Section 5.2), a demonstration is made of the necessity of 
synthesizing these three viewpoints. Since little or no attempt has 
been made to examine in depth the multitude of factors associated with 
Canadian illegitimacy (especially relative to the intensive research in 
the Caribbean area), the author asserts that a necessary condition to 
studies designed to isolate the socio-cultural factors associated with 
Canadian illegitimacy, involves an approach which is flexible enough, 
in the initial stages, to utilize relevant aspects of all three schools 
of thought. Some general notions must be gained before any of the 
present approaches can be accepted as "the best" theoretical framework. 
Nevertheless, the author acknowledges that "familiarity helps us see an 
explanation, but that it does not necessarily help us have one; it is 
fundamental to semantic explanation but may be quite unimportant for 
scientific explanations" (Kaplan, 19¢64:331). In this sense, the present 
inquiry claims to have met its principal obligation--the promotion of, 
and the illustration of, the necessity of macro-level analyses of the 
factors and trends associated with Canadian illegitimacy. Such is a 
necessary condition to more intensive research on the social phenomenon 


of illegitimacy. 
5.2 Application and Remedies. 


The following sub-sections suggest two interesting applications 


which may be useful in examining Canadian illegitimacy in the future, 


The Significance of a Synthesis of Three Theoretical Posi- 


Roberts (1966a:13) visualizes a basic dichotomy 


tions on [llegitimacy. 
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in the theoretical thinking about illegitimacy. First, there are those 
individuals who advocate a social explanation of the phenomenon; hence 
they tend to isolate differences in group rates of illegitimacy and to 
perceive causes in differing social forces which are imposed on various 
groups. Second, there are those persons whose notions have arisen from 
their clinical experiences gained in fields such as psychology, psychi- 
atry, and social work, Among the attempts to explicate sociological 
explanations of illegitimacy, three Lae theoretical positions include 
"cultural relativism," "cultural absolutism," and "cultural relation- 
ism"--henceforth called schools one, two, and three, respectively, for 
expedience. Christensen (1960) and Rodman (1959; 1966) exemplify posi- 
tions related to the first school. Representatives of the second school 
include Malinowski (1930), Goode (1960), Blake (1961), and Hartley 
(1969a). The most outstanding representative of the third school is 
Vincent (1961). 

Suggesting possibilities for future research on illegitimacy, 
Roberts came to the Syaaterer that each of the schools of thought war- 
ranted "further empirical testing on its own merit" (Roberts, 1966a:21), 
This seems plausible enough, and this author does not desire to criti- 
cally elaborate on this notion, The point of contention between this 
author and Roberts arises in the determination of the initial research 
step. Roberts has suggested that the first step should be an empirical 
attitudes and behavior expressed toward illegitimacy 


examination of the 


by the various geographic, economic, and ethnic strata of our society 


(Roberts, 1966a:20). The present inquiry contends that the first step 


must be to gain some sort of macro-level or "Pisgah" perspective of the 
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phenomenon being investigated. Such an approach must encompass viable 


elements from all three schools of thought on illegitimacy. There is 
an inherent danger in presupposing a particular "school of thought" as 
an initial approach to the social phenomenon of illegitimacy. For in- 
stance, Clark E. Vincent (1954; 1960; 1961) has examined in considerable 
depth the phenomenon of illegitimacy in the United States. Both implic- 
itly and explicitly, the following notions recur in his studies: 


A theory of deviant sexual behavior is implicit 
throughout this book: that represented in Sutherland's 
concept of "differential association,"! modified by others 
to mean "differential identification with, and "differ- 
ential access" to, deviant groups and traditional values. 
Briefly, it is that illicit sexual behavior is learned 
through identification and interaction with other persons 
within intimate personal groups in which communication and 
structured social practices provide definitions, more 
favorable than unfavorable, of illicit coition (Vincent, 
1961:243, footnotes and underscoring in original text). 


With the implicit parallels between American and Canadian society, 
especially of a socio-cultural and economic nature, researchers inter- 
ested in Canadian illegitimacy might readily accept Vincent's notions 
and consequently the "cultural relationism school" as applicable to 
Canadian society. This may be a valid transition, but the inherent 
danger lies in such an acceptance at the initial stages of research. 
For instance, earlier in this study, it was demonstrated that Canadian 
illegitimacy was almost discernible along a clear-cut East-West contin- 
uum, with the exception of Nova Scotia. That is, Western provinces 
exhibited higher levels of illegitimacy than did the Eastern provinces. 
Perhaps the tertiary levels of industrialization in the Eastern prov- 
inces as opposed to the more primary-type industry in the Western 


provinces is associated with the observed levels of illegitimacy. 
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Perhaps a multitude of eseuere in a wide array of combinations under- 
pins the phenomenon of illegitimacy. However, the implications are 

€ hearse «A theoretical position such as Vincent's cultural relationism 
may simply not be applicable for Canada as a whole but only for selected 
"parts of this whole." Premature decisions regarding the validity of 
One theoretical position as opposed to another may grossly distort the 
entire picture. Having suggested that initial research remain flexible 
enough to incorporate all three approaches, the obvious question relates 
to how the three positions are intertwined. Earlier in this study 
(Section 4.3), the author demonstrated how Rodman (1966) had reconciled 
the pen Gi of Goode (1960) and Blake (1961). That is, Rodman's con- 
ception of the "lower-class value stretch" provided a partial synthesis 
of the cultural relativism and cultural absolutism theoretical posi- 
tions. Vincent (1961) as a proponent of cultural relationism stresses 
that the phenomenon of illegitimacy is closely related to the norms of 
a particular society. In addition, Vincent subscribes to Malinowski's 
"Principle of Legitimacy" (Roberts, 1966a3:17). Now Malinowski can be 
distinguished as a representative of the cultural absolutism school. 
And since Malinowski (1930) clearly envisions the importance of parent- 
hood as the basis of the social structure, he would also concede that 
Rodman (1966) was correct in asserting that both marriage and non- 
marital unions can be seen as normative. Broadly, all that has been 
accomplished is to explicate the continuity within these theoretical 
positions. Consequently, primary research on Canadian illegitimacy 


should commence with the synthesis of the theoretical positions on 


unwed parenthood. 
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illegitimacy and the Theory of Demographic Transition: 
a Tentative Relationship. An intriguing application of a portion of 
the present inquiry relates to the basic formulations of the demographic 
transition model, first explicated by Warren Thompson (1929) and Frank 
Notestein (1945). Classically, three possible positions characterize 
a country at the "old balance": (1) high potential growth--high birth 
and high death rates; (2) transitional growth--high birth and low death 
rates; and (3) incipient decline--low birth and low death rates. Of 
course, modifications have occurred to the demographic transition model, 
but not in the basic formulations. Changes have been in sub-categori- 
zations and more explicit definition of what criteria place a country 
within each of the successive stages. Presently, Jamaican society might 
best be labelled as "midtransitional," characterized by a lowering of 
both the death and birth rates; however, the birth rates are higher 
than the death rates (Bogue, 1969:56). An examination of the trends in 
the crude birth and death rates in Table 5.2 substantiates this notion. 
Reeall that earlier in this inquiry it was observed that countries 
throughout the world tended to exhibit high or low levels of illegiti- 
macy, with relatively few reflecting intermediate levels. Now, consider 
Thorlinson's analogy as to how a country progresses through the demo- 


graphic transition: 


. . . The first state in the transition theory can be linked 
to a coiled spring, the second to a forceful expansion fol- 
lowing release of restraining pressure, and the third to a 
relaxed, unwound spring with its force largely expanded 
(Thomlinson, 1965:23). 


If Thomlinson's analogy is representative of the time progression of the 


transition process, the important implication is that a country may 
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TABUE J5e 


CRUDE BIRTH AND CRUDE DEATH RATES, 
aa JAMAICA, SELECTED YEARS, 1920-67 


Ne ee tee cage 
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Year CBR CDR 
1920-24 37.94 24,4 
1930-34 34,14 18,15 

1940 30.8 15.4? 

1950 33.14 11,8 

1960 42.0° 8,gxd 

1961 Ae oe 8.6 

1962 40,2¢ 8.55 

1963 So aGe 8.9° 

1964 39,8° Tide 

1965 39.4%c 7 Oe 

1966 38.8f 7.88 

1967 35.4%f 7.0*8 

*Provisional. 

au .N. Department of Economic Affairs, 1952, Table 10, pp. 226-227. 

by.N. Department of Economic Affairs, 1952, Table 16, pp» 266-267. 

CULN. Department of Economic and Social Affairs, 1966, Table 12, 
2075 

dy.N. Department of Economic and Social Affairs, 1964, Table 23, 
ff oe 

EVGN. Department of Economic and Social Affairs, 1966, Table 42, 
(RTS 

fy.N, Department of Economic and Social Affairs, 1969, Table 13, 
334. 

SU.N. Department of Economic and Social Affairs, 1969, Table 18, 
315.5 
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proceed rapidly through the intermediate, or second major stage of the 
demographic transition, Although speculative, a plausible supposition 
would be that as Jamaica moves out of the transitional stage and into 
the stage of incipient decline, the large reductions in Fertility will 
be parallelled by a large reduction in the incidence of illegitimacy. 
Of course, this appears to be common-sense; however, what the author 
really implies is that such a reduction will not simply occur in the 
total number of illegitimate births, but also in the proportion of 
total live births which are illegitimate. That is, the processes of 
modernization and industrialization are associated not only with the 
completion of the demographic transition, but furthermore with the 
movement from high to low levels of illegitimacy almost directly. 

High levels of illegitimacy move through transition to lower 
levels of illegitimacy without stabilizing at some intermediate stage. 
Such a movement may characterize an internal component of the more 


general demographic transition model. 
ous Implications, Speculations, and Challenges for Future Research. 


Little research into Canadian illegitimacy has been launched. 
This study has attempted to lay part of the foundation upon which 
future studies should build. A by-product of every inquiry is the 
generation of interesting and important research questions. This 
inquiry has generated many interesting questions not merely as a by- 
product, but with a greater degree of intention. Implications for 
future research are reflected in the statistical, demographical, theo- 


retical (or some combination of these) issues raised. 


oJ) Len oebde Eemelaisabss add 29, due nevow ws 


, ‘ ene o 

t< 94 3 “a wi } ‘ a4 192 od a \ « sie bbonae i), 8 Ad # 7 7 ‘ 

: ; ‘ nh, % 
4] 


eure. ViAy wes) 
we ofgteanlq § ,2idedeagh age Bow ato "re 
i ie Be 


fi," 


wot e028 
qrhtatra? of paodhdoudigs optel stata snergiand 3 
1 tli Ye oy aight att o43 mi antsoutebe sory yet ba saitsite 


aa 


4 


“eas 


te 
~~ 
“ 
me 
FY 
sh 
7 


etn nn ad of quneqas. aidg 4 se 


tevee vhoebe, Jon Low nediouber ms rowe yeti i asike it ql 
. * ~ : i ha 


hauyqerg etd mk oak, ten ane DELETE te poctie - i 
; ary | 


gesdtay? Qed ssiotd bane aksgesacinab mit ai 
vigosvib sednls yaruiitenlit 3a ely tale wel O23, abt me) 


- @ ” 7 . “ 


1 os sola powrd, Bamord?) wae chil TF ig mad sth (: 


ag iInibomadat seo ss sin tiédeze quee siw xounianaall om nh: yr 


aoe 
f4 Yo tragedoeo Dey “rhe na sealant ie am may Cd) .B 


a ¥ = ’ fe; 
P . rs ae i 2 ; 
| o | olga Cen ad oye SP someb ; 

i } rN ; “aia Ais, 
- edeipe) fs <i me 8 Le rly h a 
gah, suey? 62 ee GORs ts LAD. byt, eee andar: ge uae pnast iat md 


nat 4 AF iy Bae Bs ae a ais) 
: A 
hermwreak goad cul a Shi mis ie afi: Libel by nD ‘oan ‘eee od 3a: 
. ae Me f, a! 
? , ‘ ie on wear 
corti A Porgy) TSR Pipher tant ahs ho 588 , oe bos ; n 


mf > a he oe 
ree ern a Saray ae 
: Tae ee 
ott ek yur ups et 1 mobangyed o4 bled edn and 
Pa siete, 
atid. get OL aeaUp Bodheans sonssogih be a iat 20.8 
we | UA AL 
“td 8 26 ark Bon: anh sacup jatseonszal | = Ee irk OR 


ual ; * 


a0 ayo 6h ga spotaunant 20 ais F 
yan j e 
+ bite 1g ee ee ag ete iat 


Le 


Few studies concerned specifically with illegitimacy have defined 
a research problem and proceeded in accordance with standard research 
methods to collect the data necessary for acceptance or rejection of 
hypotheses. This inquiry does not deny this need; however, the primary 
need was designated to be the creation of a basis upon which hypotheses 
might be formulated. One notable study which has developed and tested 
hypotheses with respect to illegitimacy in the United States was 
Vincent's Unmarried Mothers. Elizabeth Herzog, reviewing Vincent's 
study, points out that the refreshing part of Vincent's effort was the 
refusal to settle for the captive-audience approach that has so long 
distorted our picture of unmarried mothers, and accordingly has warped 
our ideas about possible causes and cures of problems relating to ille- 
gitimacy (Herzog, 1962:158). Vincent's findings raise questions about 
a number of opinions that sometimes parade as facts. However, he recog- 
nizes that his study will require explication before it can be extended 
to sweeping generalizations. Perhaps a new and distinctively Canadian 
perspective on Canadian illegitimacy may lend such support. 

Many intriguing and worthwhile questions have arisen. With the 
reduction in the social stigma by the indirect mechanism for collecting 
statistical data on illegitimacy in California, a significant question 
is raised regarding Canadian legislation. Would similar legislation 
for Canada as a whole, and/or some of the provinces, improve the present 
class-selective under-reporting of illegitimacy in Canada? 

Recognizing the inherent difficulties associated with the applica- 


tion of rates and ratios to the measurement of illegitimacy, the 


demographic analysis of this inquiry adopted a supposedly more 
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Sensitizing standardization technique using illegitimacy rates. Should 
unique methodological "tools" be developed: to specifically "measure" 
the incidence of illegitimacy? From a Cross-cultural perspective, 
should such "measures" be deeiened to fit the cultural "definition of 
the situation"? 

From the observed and nearly clear-cut split into East-West prov- 
incial levels of illegitimacy in Canada, many interesting implications 
arise. Having demographically demonstrated that the changes in ille- 
gitimacy were "real" and not merely artifacts of changes in the 
demographic bases of the Canadian population, one interesting question 
relates to the extent of female labor force participation between Eastern 
and Western provinces. Could a higher level of female labor force parti- 
cipation in Eastern provinces have served to keep illegitimacy in the 
Eastern provinces lower than in the Western provinces? 

A most intriguing avenue for research is created by the observa- 
tion of the rapid and substantial increase in illegitimacy in all 
Canadian provinces between 1961-66, In addition, the prime demographic 
components associated with the 1961-66 increases for Canada as a whole 
parallelled the important components between 1921-41. Why did this 
pattern re-emerge? Are the non-demographic components of the 1961-66 . 
pattern similar to those associated with the 1921-41 pattern’ Witha 
major Canadian census only a few months away, will the 1961-66 increases 
be maintained over the 1966-71 quinquennial period? 

Socio-cuitural studies into Canadian illegitimacy at a macro- 
level of analysis are non-existent. On the contrary, theoretical 


, , : : - are very prevalent in the 
investigations of a socio-cultural nature are very preve 
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Caribbean region. Initial studies of a similar nature in Canada should 
acknowledge and consider the implications of this research. In parti- 
cular, a critical attitude toward the application of American (U.S.) 
legal and normative systems into research on Jamaican illegitimacy may 
aid in avoiding bias in Canadian research. 

Rodman's (1959, 1963) conception of the "lower-class value stretch" 
with respect to Jamaican illegitimacy provides an interesting approach, 
Could his approach be applied to class variations in Canadian illegiti- 
macy? What would be the implications of a study of Canadian and Jamaican 
{Vegitimacy as opposed to a study of American (U.S.) and Jamaican ille- 
gitimacy? It was observed that the demographic factor, the proportion 
of total unmarried females at age "x" was significant during certain 
periods for Canadian illegitimacy, but never for Jamaican illegitimacy. 
Is the American pattern similar? Could this reflect one point of varia- 
tion between illegitimacy in Canada versus the United States? 

From the analysis of this investigation, a tentative relationship 
between illegitimacy and the theory of demographic transition was formu- 
lated. Researchers should be interested in pursuing this topic since 
most countries have conducted or will be conducting major censuses in 
1970 or 1971. The data collected will serve to improve the time-lag 
bias of this inquiry by a decade. Will Canada's position in the "world 
community," with respect to iilegitimacy, alter? 

Some societies (e.g., Santal) have a tibet nd reported illegitimacy. 
The implication is not that illegitimates are never conceived and born, 
but merely that appropriate mechanisms exist for legitimation, If and 


where abortion is inexpedient, special ceremonies serve to legitimate 
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the child. Would the legalization of abortions in Canada reduce the 
incidence of reported illegitimacy to a level comparable with Santal 
society? Would a country such as Canada require additional mechanisms 
besides abortion to substantially reduce reported illegitimacies? 

Or, might legalized abortion laws serve to improve statistics ona ie: 
gitimacy? 

All possible avenues for future research generated by this thesis 
have not been explicated. Many possibilities exist, Certainly, the 
Opinionated bias accusing groups such as Native Indians or French- 
Canadians in Quebec for rising levels of illegitimacy is as mythical 
as the accusations directed against 15-19 year-old females. This 
inquiry has attempted to explicate a few of the necessary foundations 
required to conduct intensive research into the social phenomenon of 
illegitimacy. Researchers must conceive of unique and viable ways to 


examine Canadian illegitimacy, untainted by the bias of past endeavors, 
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The prospectus to this investigation exemplifies the highly opti- 
mistic attitude as an idealist with respect to the extent to which 
theory and empiricism team together in a mutually, and well-balanced, 
reinforcing cycle. Presently, the impressions remaining are somewhat 
less optimistic about the apparent ease with which theory and research 
intertwine. This is not to underestimate the importance of this goal, 
but rather to realistically recognize that "the task is not to move 
from wholesale ignorance to knowledge, but to move from knowledge of 


some things to knowledge of others, from the vague and uncertain to 
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what is clear and warranted" (Kaplan, 1964:86-87). In part, this 
dilemma is reflected in the very socialization process by which 
researchers are trained. Like the natural scientist, the social scien- 
tist also aspires to "closure" of ideas. Closure is a condition for 
maximization of the reduction of uncertainty. However, premature clo- 
sure is inherently dangerous: 
+ « « there is a certain kind of behavioral scientist who, 
at the least threat of an exposed ambiguity, scurries for 
cover like a hermit crab into the nearest abandoned logical 
shell. But there is no ground for panic, That a cognitive 
Situation is not as well structured as we would like does 
not imply that no inquiry made in that situation is really 
scientific. On the contrary, it is the dogmatisms outside 
science that proliferate closed systems of meaning; the 
scientist is in no hurry for closure. Tolerance of ambigu- 
ity is as important for creativity in science as it is 
anywhere else (Kaplan, 1964:71). 
More than ever before, the author is keenly aware of how these problems 
are internally and externally connected with the present inquiry. 
Regarding the intensive analysis of Canadian illegitimacy 
(Chapter 3), the reader should realize that the social phenomenon 
labelled "illegitimacy" may be highly under-estimated (ten percent may 
well be a reasonable guess). Consequently, explicated trends, espe- 
cially at the provincial levels, may be quite different in actuality. 
As long as the social stigma is attached, illegitimacy statistics will 
remain biased in a downward direction. A second noteworthy problem is 
that associated with small numbers (absolute terms) being converted to 
proportionate numbers (relative terms). This difficulty was especially 
acute in the case of Prince Edward Island; however, this province was 
not excluded from the analysis because of the probably great under- 


estimation of illegitimacy. Furthermore, the most important aspect of 
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the numerical portions of this study was general trends and not differ- 
ences of magnitude. A third difficulty centered around inconsistent 
totals, especially for early census dates such as 1921 and 1931. Such 
is probably a reflection of the less precise editing, coding, and tabu- 
lation procedures. A fourth pitfall relates to the necessity of 
estimating the absolute number of females of various marital statuses 
for 1951. Solely for the provinces, published data did not consistently 
provide data by five-year age groups. Between ages 20-49, data were 
presented by ten-year age groups. However, the overall impact of the 
estimations would be slight since the same procedure was followed for 
every province. Furthermere, the calculated trends in this inquiry run 
parallel to the more general trends explicated elsewhere (e.g., Henripin, 
1968). Perhaps a fifth pitfall relates to the confidence placed on the 
methodologies utilized--in the case of Chapter 3, on Kumar (1969). 
Inherent difficulties associated with the cross-cultural analyses 
(Chapter 4) are presented throughout the inquiry. The consequence of 
recognizing such problems was to discuss the general as opposed to the 
particular features. Other problems included the ontological bias of 
“the researcher in choosing the criteria to limit the number of countries 
examined, and in choosing Jamaica versus Canada for a more detailed 
examination. In addition, the reader should remain Conscious of the 
fact that cross-cultural data were primarily gathered from one source 
type--United Nations publications. If the data had been gathered 
directly from statistical offices of the respective countries, an 
entirely different picture may have emerged because of variations in 


correction and estimation procedures employed. 
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Ultimately, the most significant pitfall is reflected by the 
selective bias of this researcher as well as his ability to perceive 
and interpret the most meaningful relationships on both the theoretical 
and empirical levels. At the very least, this study has clearly illus- 
trated the selective and conditional nature of our information about 
illegitimacy. Perhaps a viable alternative has just been created. The 
author gratefully acknowledges other alternatives to those explicated 


here. 
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This appendix explicates the standardization procedure employed 
by Kumar (1969) in the evaluation of the significance of the selected 
demographic variables examined in Chapter 3. Since the method for 
calculations and procedures are identical for Canada and the Provinces, 
a step-by-step demonstration of the technique is given only for Canada 
as a whole. 

For purposes of the present inquiry, an illegitimate birth is one 
which occurs to an unmarried (single, widowed, or divorced) female. 
Consequently, any birth occurring to a currently married female is 
legitimate, For the sake of expedience, the following symbols used are 
designated as follows? 

(1) £, = proportion at age "x" of all females in the 

childbearing period (in this instance, for 
5-year age groups between 15-49); 

(2) qx = proportion of total females at age "x" who 

are unmarried; 

(3) ix = age-specific illegitimate fertility rate 

(number of illegitimate births per unmarried 


female of age "x" per year); 


(4) j, = age-specific legitimate fertility rate (number 
of legitimate births per married female of age 
"x" per year); 

(5) > f£,4, = the overall probability of being single in the 


childbearing ages (overall proportion single 
in the childbearing ages); 


(6) aE b Eee = the overall probability of giving birth to an 
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illegitimate child by a female in the child- 
bearing ages in a population with a given 
age and marital distribution (the general 
rate of illegitimacy); 

(7) 2 £,(\-q,) j8 = the overall probability of giving birth to a 
legitimate child by a female in the child- 
bearing ages in a population with a given 
age and marital distribution (the general 
rate of legitimacy). 

A more complete description and derivation for ya Teale oat de tes and 
2 £,(1-q,) jx is provided by Kumar (1969:94-96), 

Tables A-1 to A-4 list the values of the four basic demographic 
components (fy qy» i,» and ipo, for Canadian census years from 1921-66, 
All subsequent calculations for Canada as a whole are based on the data 


in these four tables. The input data to arrive at these primary tables 


is self-evident from the definition of each symbol. 
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TABLE A-1 


AGE-DISTRIBUTION OF FEMALES IN CHILDBEARING 


AGES (£,): CANADA 


LI LE ECD LOE CT ET SIE RY TOR A NE A PP 2 PAPE 


_Age 1921 1931 1941 1951 
15-19. 02187. 1.0; 2000F 0.188. mp siG? 
20-24 0.169 0.174 0.174 0.159 
25-29 0.159 0.146 0.162 0.167 
30-34 O:145? 07992" 2397 Gri53* 
35-39 0.136 0.128 0.123 0.143 
40-44 GPise. O:Tre? over? Gr te? 

45-49 0.093 0.102 0.102 _0.103 


1961 


Oe157 
0.141 
0,141 
0.149 
Otro er 
OFT32 
0,118 


OPEL. 


1966 


0.194 
0.156 
Users 
0.130 
0.136 
(FS Sb) 


Sources: Calculated from base data obtained from D.B.S., 1962, 


Table 20. 


TABLE A-2 


PROPORTIONS OF FEMALES UNMARRIED AT AGE "X" 


(q..) ¢_CANADA_ 


os 


Age 1921 1931 1941 1951 
15-19 0.934 0.949 0.943 Oe O25 
20-24 0.5/6 07634. 0.615 0,488 
25-29 0.305 02333 O234e OF 71S 
30-34 0,201 0.207 9.240 0.156 
35-39 Oab72 0.173 0.207 OgV52 
40-44 Osb 78", O8slr2 0.201 0.168 
45-49 0.197 0.186 0.211 0,188 
Sources: Calculated from base data obtained from 

D.B.S., 1968, Table 34 

D.B.S., 1963b, Table 78 

Dos. see ds y2 lapel 

DEBTS SS °RI46 feTable*7 

PB. S39 21035)y OLab le +12 

Dass. $31.925', Table i29 


Note: Data categorized as "not stated" in 1921, 


was omitted. 


1961 


0.913 
0.408 
Opies 
0,119 
0.115 
0.130 
OFE95 
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1931 and 1941 
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TABLE A-3 


AGE-SPECIFIC ILLEGITIMATE FERTILITY RATES 
(i,,) CANADA 
(Number of illegitimate births per unmarried female of age 'x'"') 


Age L924 L931 19411 pel951 1961 1966 

15-19 0.9029 0.0055 0.0052 0.0091 0.0118 0.0136 
20-24 0.0051 0.0094 0.0116 0.0185 0.0281 0.0301 
25-29 0.0037 0.0074 0.0099 0.0182 0.0299 0.0359 
30-34 0.0034 0.0057 0.0067 0.0128 0.0220 0.0260 
35-39 0.0022 0.0043 0.0049 0.0074 0.0124 0.0145 
40-44 0.0009 0.0015 0.9019 0.0024 0.0039 0.0046 
45-49 ___9.0002 0.0002 0.0003 0.0002 0.9002 0.0003 


Sources: Calculated from base data obtained from D.B.S., 1923, Table.4, 
Doe 20-295 P2B.o., 1933, tables265 pp. 56-o72 (De beo. 010448, 
Tabier35,rpp. 682695003 Bl Se5 119548 Table. 334. 0peud 02,-103% 
D.B.S., 1963a, Table B-10, p. 105; D.B.S., 1968b, Table B-10, 
ps 79. 


TABLE A-4 
AGE-SPECIFIC LEGITIMATE FERTILITY RATES 
(j,.)3 CANADA 
(Number of legitimate births per married female of age "x") 


Age 1921 Mela! 1941 191 1961 1966 


15-19 0.3042 0.4805 0.4497 0.4783 0.5205 0.4491 
20-24 052376.70.3565 / 0.3392" 0.3403 05360850052 726 
25-29 20.1733) 0.2971) (002372590. 242) 0. 2500— Oc Eas0 
30-34 0.1275 0.1804 0.1580 0.1644 0.1582 0.1102 
35-39 0.0889 0.1228 0.0990 0.0980 0.0882 0.0612 
40-44 040375| 0.05246.0/0388): 0.0357 0.0314 0.0206 


45-49 0.0055 0.0064 0.0044 0.0035 0.0027 0.0019 


Sources: Calculated from base data obtained from D.B.S., 1923, Table 4, 
pp. 28-29; D.B.S., 1933, Table 26, pp. 56-57; D.B.S., 1944a, 
Table 35, pp. 68-69; D.B.S., 1954a, Table 33, pp. 102-103; 
DiB.S., 1963a, Table B10, p. 105; D.B.5S., 1968b, Table. B-10, 


p79. 
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Tables A-5 Bo A-10 illustrate the calculations made using data 
from Tables A-! to A-4 to arrive at the basic data required to calculate 
the final tables as presented in the text of Chapter 3. For example, 
in Table A-5 the sum 2 fGoe means that 41.1 percent of the females aged 
15-49 were unmarried in Canada in 1921, The sum 2 fyqyiyx implies that 
the probability of bearing an illegitimate child by a female agéd 15-49 
years was .0013 (1.3 illegitimate births per 1,000 females of child- 
bearing age in 1921). The sum 2 £,(1-4,) i, implies that the probability 
of bearing a legitimate child by a female 15-49 years old was .0687 
(68.7 legitimate births per 1,000 females of childbearing age in 1921). 


It should be noted that the sums 2f i_and drip Gags ele are not the 


xIx)x 
exact expressions of the respective probabilities. They should be 
regarded as estimates because i, and j, are the central-rates for the 
period rather than the oney actiee (Kumar, 1969:95). In au te of this 
limitation, the term "probability" was used because it provides a con- 
sistent way of defining the term "level of illegitimacy," and the 
various measures. 

The value of the illegitimacy ratios and rates in Tables A-5 to 


A-10 are derived from the following equations: 


GL) Illegitimacy Dales 
Ratio - 


2 £xdxiy + 2 £,(1-qy) jx 


2 £433 


(2) [llegitimacy 
Rate a 


2 £x4x 


In Chapter 3, the analysis of the trend of illegitimacy for 


Canada and the Provinces (Tables 3.4A and 3.4B through 3.13A and 3.13B) 
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drew their basic data from Tables A-5 to A-10. For example, Columns 2, 
3 and 4 of Tables 3.4A and 3.4B are abstracted and presented in 
Table A-l1l1. The data for Columns 2 and 3 (Table A-11) were obtained 
directly from Tables A-5 and A-6, respectively. To obtain the results 
shown in Column 4 of Table A-ll3 
(1) i, and j, values were taken from Tables A-3 and A-4 respec - 
tively, for arace Py 19218 

(2) f, and q, values were obtained from Tables A-1 and A-2, 
respectively, for Canada in 1931; 

(3) the procedure outlined in any of Tables A-5 to A-10 was then 
carried out. The results of calculations for 1931* are 
shown in Column 4 of Table A-1ll. 

The same procedure, varying only in the values of Eo» he a and 
jx was used to obtain values for 1941*, 1951*, 1961* and 1966.* Fur- 
thermore, several combinations of these factors were used in the initial 
calculations before the most insightful and significant resuits (shown 
finally in Tables 3.4A and 3.4B through 3.13A and 3.13B) were obtained. 
Decisions as to which factors to standardize by were partly intuitive, 

_ depending upon the observed changes in the values of 2£.de% Pine oe Be ee 
and eetetl-ae) a, between two census dates. In addition, various combin- 
ations of factors were examined whenever the standardized results did 


not approximate the comparison values, for example, 1931* values with 


1921 values. 
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TABLE A-11 


ANALYSIS OF THE TREND OF ILLEGITIMACY 


cere ee et rr ee Om ee res er ee OO AA TOLLE LET CNEL OA EOE LEED I ALE LALA ALL OEE LLL LCL LE ALO EISELE LLL LE LO ICE | 
Re et ee ree ~ — 


Item 1921 1931 1931 
(1) na) hy eee ey ey 
Deroy 0.411469 0.437126 0.437126 
eet quis - 0.001355 0.002726 0.001457 
Bre Cleds)i4,. 0.068663 0.090088 0.061974 
Illegitimacy ratio 19.4 29.4 23.90 
[llegitimacy rate 323 Gaz 3.3 


*Values in Column 4 are compared with the values in Column 2, 
i.e., 1931* with 1921. 


Sources: Tables 3.4A and 3.4B. 


Note: Figures not rounded off in Table A-1l. 
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APPENDIX B 


STANDARDIZATION PROCEDURES 
USED IN THE ANALYSIS OF 
CROSS-CULTURAL VARIATIONS 
IN ILLEGITIMACY 


(CHAPTER 4) 
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In the 4th chapter, Canadian levels of illegitimacy were briefly 
examined in a "world perspective" (see Tables 4.1 and 4.2). The tech- 
nique of standardization adopted for this inquiry was modelled after 
a discussion by Shirley Hartley (1970). According to Hartley, the prin- 
cipal advantages of this standardization procedure include: (1) the 
ability to see the effect of both differential legitimate and illegiti- 
mate fertility--across the rows--and differential marital distributions 
for the countries--looking down columns--at one glance (see Table 4.2); 
(2) for those countries which do not report any age-specific illegitimacy 
rates, one Can see to which model the reported ratio most closely fits; 
and (3) for countries without any data on illegitimacy, it is possible 
to make some fairly reasonable predictions. 

The procedure (as in Hartley, 1970:100-101) is outlined in the 
subsequent discussion using Canada as the model country. Because of the 
extent of the calculations, the calculations using Jamaica as the model 
country are not shown. The procedures in the method of calculation is 
exactly the same as for Canada. 

For ine standardization, fertility rates of a standard or model 
country (in this study, Canada and Jamaica) are plotted against the ob- 
served population of one or more countries (36 in this instance) according 
to the relevant age groups. The relevant components are illegitimate 
births as these relate to unmarried women (single, widowed or divorced) 
and in legitimate births as these relate to married women (in the case of 
Jamaica, consensually married in included as married) at specified ages. 


According to Hartley, if: 


(1) I= the total number of illegitimate births to women aged 15 to 49 


years for nation FR 
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(2) I' = the number of births out of wedlock under illegitimate fertil- 
ity rates of a model or standard country under the observed 
age and marital status conditions of the named country, 

(3) Uy, = the number of unmarried women at ages X to X + 5 for the 
named country, 

(4) Ut, = the number of unmarried women at ages X to X + 5 for the 
model country, - 

pewitvee Lt) /Ut = the aeetencel fr CRI leet eines fertility rates of 
the model or standard country, 

then, the formula for indirect standardization is3 

Time CLie/U's) = > Usi'y 

In an analogous fashion, it is necessary to determine the number of births 

which would be legitimate under the varying model country's legitimate 

fertility rates, The formula for indirect standardization becomes: 


L' = > M,(L'y/M'y) = 2 Myl’ 


H] 


where: 

L' = the total number of legitimate births under the legitimate 
fertility rates of a model or standard country, 

M, = the number of married women at ages X to X + 5 for the named 
country, 

M', = the number of married women at ages X to X + 5 for the 
model country, 

It, = Lt, /M', = the age-specific legitimate fertility rates for 
the model country. 

Using Canadian data for 1961 (i.e., Canada as the model country), 


the substantive calculations of this procedure are illustrated in 
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Tables B-1 and B-2. In Table B-l, the procedure is shown for obtaining 
the age-specific illegitimate and legitimate fertility rates for the 
model country. Table B-2 applies the standardization procedure to 
Mexico, as an example. This procedure was applied to all 36 countries 
selected. 
The final step is to calculate the illegitimacy ratio for Mexico, 
1960, as per the Sheentnere rates for Canada in 1961. The formula 
used was as follows: 
Reeemeee lio <0 K 
ebay 
where? 
R’ = standardized ratios as per the rates of some model country, 
I = the number of births out of wedlock under illegitimate fertil- 
ity rates of a model or standard country under the observed 
age and marital status conditions of the named country, 
L’ = the total number of legitimate births under the legitimate 
fertility rates of a model or standard country 
K = constant, usually 100. 


In the example of Mexico, substituting for the symbols results in: 


R' = 5,064,957 . 100 
5,004,957 + 101,206,917 


R' = 4.76 
The resulting calculation is the illegitimacy ratio for Mexico under the 
conditions of illegitimacy in Canada in 1961, From Table 4.2, the stand- 
ardized illegitimacy ratio, for Mexico according to Jamaican conditions 
for 1960, was 28.59. The actual reported illegitimacy ratio for Mexico 


in 1960 was 25.03; consequently, Mexico approximates Jamaican illegitimacy 


conditions. 
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Since the same procedure was applied throughout all 36 selected 
countries, the calculations as seen in Tables 4.1 and 4.2 will not be 
repeated. However, the following listing provides the major sources 
used in obtaining data for such calculations: 

(1) The age-specific illegitimate and legitimate fertility rates for 

Jamaica in 1960 were obtained from Hartley, 1970, Table 2, p. 105. 

Only the age group 45-49 was calculated separately. 

(2) Data for marital status by age and sex for the 36 selected countries 
was taken from: 
U.N. Department of Economic and Social Affairs, 1963, Table 13, 
pp. 414-467; 

U.N. Department of Economic and Social Affairs, 1964, Table 34, 
pp. 714-737; 

U.N. Department of Economic and Social Affairs, 1969, Table 7, 


pp. 190-277. 
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TABLE B-1 


CALCULATION OF AGE-SPECIFIC 
ILLEGITIMATE AND LEGITIMATE FERTILITY 
RATES OF MODEL COUNTRY 
(CANADA, 1961) 


Age Ex Ue Ys By My, 1%, 
Groups (2)) (3)= (5)/(6)= 
() (2) 3) Qatay tes (6) oo 
15-19 7,548 642,327 Weige etl 850) oe OSL 97 52.04 
20-24 6,841 243,292 Zaul 128,859 Shen ed be 36.48 
25-29 2,889 96,763 2.98 124,681 498,637 25.00 
30.34 1,645 74,842 2-19 87,396 552 e201 15.81 
35-39 909 135024 bye ae | 49,942 556,328 8,81 
40-44 286 12,953 0.39 15,296 486,432 3.14 
45-49 18 81,487 0.92 a eal 418,313 0,26 


a ee RE EIT AS OE EEE ER, CR SE SR ET 


Sources: Base data obtained from D.B.S., 1963a, Table B-10, p. 105; 
Dobes. » 1963b, Table’ 78, pp. 78-1 to 76-2. 
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TABLE B-2 


INDIRECT STANDARDIZATION 
APPLIED TO MEXICO 

(AS NAMED COUNTRY) USING 

___ CANADA AS MODEL 


Age i’ Ux ix 1's Mx L* xo Mx 
Groups Canada Mexico Canada Mexico 

1961 1960 (2)+(3)= 1961 1960 (5) -(6)= 
(1) Oa) (4) (5) (6) (7) 
15-19 Polsorl,747,00) 2,044,061 52.04 390,748 20,334,526 
20-24 2.81 558,686 1,569,908 36.48 931,700 33,988,416 
2229 2.98 Latin heey 809,103 25.00 999,581 24,989,525 
30-34 phen ee) 176,528 386,596 15.81 "9 838,409) (30 295. 5i0 
35-39 Ares 160,757 197,731 8.81. 771,799  —6,852;409 
40-44 Oras) 140,007 54,603 3.14 530,651 1,666,244 
45-49 0.02 147,728 2,955 0.26 461,223 119,918 


i] 


eee 


OEE ELLE LE CLL LOO LL LD 


> Column 4 = 5,064,957 


1 au 
iG yaa Sap 
L' = SMyel', = 2 Column 7 = 101,206,917 


Sources: For i‘, and 1", see Table B-13 UsN. Department of Economic and 
Social Affairs, 1964, Table 34, p. 720 (for U, and Mis Mexico, 


1960). 
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